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Advancing 


FREEDOM from persecution, 
from fear, from want, from bondage 


You AND I ENJOY THESE FREEDOMS—and we cherish 
the most important freedom of all: the freedom to worship God 
according to the dictates of our own consciences. That any group 
would conspire to deny this freedom to others may seem too fan- 
tastic to be true. That there are men right here in America who 
are denied this freedom may seem unbelievable. But the facts 
prove that it is true. 


THESE ARE THE UNDENIABLE FACTS 


© Priests who leave the Church of Rome are persecuted—by 
slander; by pressure brought to bear on their families and 
friends to banish them; and, in South America and Europe, 
by physical violence. 


@ Priests who leave the Roman Catholic Church live in fear. 
They know by observation that to break them Rome will com- 
mand all of her powerful social, economic and political forces. 


© Priests who leave the Church of Rome are victims of a 
calculated effort to prevent them from earning a livelihood. 
Many employers will not hire a man who indicates that he 
has been a former priest. Seldom does the former priest have 
any private funds or clothes. With no place to go, he lives 
in want. 


e Priests who have told their superiors of their desire to 
leave the Church have sometimes been forcibly restrained. 
Some have been committed to Roman Catholic hospitals and 
mental institutions from which release is almost impossible. 
More terrifying than physical bondage are the threats of 
purgatory and hell which are used to hold them in spiritual 
bondage. 


. as many as the Lord our God shall call ACTS 2:39 


Today in all parts of the world, Roman Catholic priests are 
leaving the Church. The reasons they give for leaving reveal 
their spiritual and intellectual search for the truth. 


@ They are disillusioned with practices inconsistent with 
Scripture 


@ They have discovered serious errors in the theological 
dogma of the Roman Catholic Church 


This building will be 
used for the 
former-priest center 


They have recognized that salvation by works is a mockery 
They have witnessed the evils of a totalitarian hierarchy 


They have been shocked by political and moral corruption 
within the Church 


Our help is in the 


PSALM 124:8 


with Christ... 


Through a specialize 
program of rehabilitatior 
Christ’s Mission is helpin 
many former priests dis: 
cover a new way of life— 
a life of physical and spir- 
itual freedom. The Mi 
sion provides counsel an 
advice in practical and 
spiritual matters. O 
we shelter, feed and clothe 


The business and magazine offices § EN who have just left 
the church and have r 


ab smapie means of support. ! 


men are helped to find work. Travel and medical expenses ar 
provided in emergencies. If the former priest is converted ar 

feels called to serve God in the Protestant ministry, financi 

assistance is extended to enable him to attend a school or semi 
nary. Spiritual help and guidance is a primary and integral part 
of the program of assistance. Christ’s Mission has helped over 
600 former priests. 


PRIESTS ARE LEAVING IN GREATER NUMBERS 


Today the opportunities are greater than they have 
been in our 75 years of service. More and more priests are resign 
ing and appealing to us for assistance. We are receiving thes 
requests from all over America and many other parts of 
world. This is especially true in South America, where persec 
tion is bitter against defectors. Priests tell us that many mor 
would leave if they had a place of refuge. 


DUGAN CENTER BEING ESTABLISHED 


Because of this increasing need, and as a result of long ar 
prayerful consideration, Christ’s Mission is establishing a center 
former priests. This center will enable us to provide a more com 
plete and integrated program of rehabilitation. A special co 
mittee of experts in the field of education, business, guidanes 
health and theology will meet with the former priests and helj 
them work out the many problems they face. They will have th 
help of our job placement program and will receive spiritual an 
material aid. Throughout their period of readjustment they wi 
be living with men who understand and sympathize with th 
problems. Rev. Frank F. Payas, a Roman Catholic priest for 
years and a Protestant pastor for 10 years, has been appoint 
supervisor of the center. 


WE MUST ACT AT ONCE 


A property, ideal for this center, has been offered to Christ’ 
Mission by a wonderful Christian family at a fraction of its acti 
al value. The Board of Trustees have voted to purchase th 
property and establish the Dugan Center at once. Prayer ai 
the open door of opportunity have convinced them it is the Lord’ 
leading. They have authorized a financial appeal of $70,000 t 
purchase the property and establish the former priest cen 


WE WILL NEED THE GENEROUS HELP OF FRIEND! ; 


Each of you are having an 
important part in making this 
center a reality. Funds have been 
coming in, the property now be- 
longs to the Mission, the home has 
been redecorated and will be dedi- 
cated on April 7th. The remodeling 
of the office building is well under 
way. 

Please continue to pray and 
give that in this hour of urgency 
the need will be met, our bills will 
be paid, and we can carry out this 
program of assistance. 


Rev. F. Payas 
extends welcome 


Dr. Walter M. Montano, Executive Director 
Rev. Frank Payas, Supervisor, Dugan Center 


CHRIST’S MISSION, 27 East 22nd Street 
New York 10, New York 
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Deformation : Reformation 


We have now reached the dawn of 
what is called the sixteenth century. 
. . . The Popes had in the meanwhile 
become temporal rulers, with the lusts 
and pomps of other potentates, yet 
they claimed to carry with them the 
spiritual power as well. The revenues 
of the Church were swelled by the 
sale of “Indulgences” to remit Purga- 
tory both for the living and the dead. 
The offices of bi and cardinal 
were bought and sold, and the com- 
mon people taxed to the limit of their 
credulity. These and other abuses in 


. the organization of the Church were 


widely recognized and much ener 


but as yet they went uncorrected . 


In 1517, at the age of thirty-four, 
Martin Luther, a German priest, de- 
nounced the sale of Indulgences, 
nailed his theses on this and other 
matters on the door of Wittenberg 
Castle church, and embarked on his 
venturesome intellectual foray with 
the Pope. What began as a protest 
against Church practices soon be- 
came a challenge to Church doctrine. 


In this struggle Luther displayed 
qualities of determination and convic- 
tion at the peril of the stake which 
won him his name and fame. He 
started or gave an impulse to a move- 
ment which within a decade swamped 
the Continent, and proudly bears the 
general title of the Reformation. It 
took different forms in different coun- 
tries, particularly in Switzerland un- 
der Zwingli and Calvin. The latter’s 
influence spread from Geneva across 
France to the Netherlands and 
Britain, where it was most strongly 
felt in Scotland. 


Winston Churchill 


(in The New World, 
1956, pp. 3-5) 


Editor: Walter M. Montafio 
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A “MUST" 


For several years I have been read- 
ing the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine 
and have enjoyed it and have confi- 
dence in it. I am working among the 
Italian Catholics here, and the maga- 
zine is a must for me. The article 
about the miracles at Lourdes was 
especially helpful. 

F.S., Pa. 


DIFFICULT FIELD 


With this letter I am enclosing a 
contribution to help with the work that 
you are endeavoring to do in making 
Christ known. I enjoy your magazine 
very much and find it informative as 
well as inspirational in my study of 
the Scriptures. May the Lord’s bless- 
ing be your continual portion as you 
serve Him in this difficult field. 


G.H., Minn. 


AMMUNITION 


I want to thank you for the Con- 
VE2TED CATHOLIC magazines you sent 
me. I received them today and started 
to read the editorial “Shadow Over 
the Capitol.” It is very good and it will 
give me more information to use in 
my minister to expose the subtility of 
one of Satan’s deadliest weapons. 

L.P.H., Il. 


SO THANKFUL 


I’ am sending a contribution for 
furthering your work and two dollars 
for the renewal of the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine. My husband was 
a Catholic and just a few months back 
was converted to Jesus. We are both 
so thankful for this and thought you’d 
like to know. 

Mrs. J.C., Ill. 


HAPPY TO CONTRIBUTE 


I am very happy to enclose herewith 
one dollar to help in the production of 
the new film “The One True Church.” 
We continue to appreciate your splen- 
did magazine, the CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 
and the important ministry which you 
are rendering to the whole evangelical 
cause. 

Rev. J.R.M., Miss. 


WEALTH OF TRUTH 


Enclosed is my check for the renewal 
of my subscription to the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC. Your magazine contains a 
full wealth of truth, which is highly 
valuable to anyone still caught in the 
web of false doctrine, man-made, of the 
Roman Catholic Church. It is also 
highly beneficial to all true believers 
who wish to explain to others the mis- 
leading doctrines which the Roman 
Catholic Church uses... 

May the Lord Jesus Christ continue 
to bless each of you at Christ’s Mission 
in your ministry of leading lost souls 
out of the darkness of Roman Catholi- 
cism into the light of the Scriptures of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; 
may you have a rich and abundant har- 
vest, according to His will. 

C.M.B., N. J. 


THE REWARD OF A FAITHFUL WITNESS 


For the past year I have been receiv- 
ing the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine, 
and each and every article has been a 
real blessing. I find your magazine not 
only interesting, but very educational 
on the Roman Catholic faith. 

After having kept company with an 
ardent Catholic girl for over a year, 
and knowing that she would never con- 
sent to believe the basic truths of God’s 
teachings in the Bible, I wanted to part 
with her, but instead, I started talking 
with her about my beliefs and what the 
Bible and the Gospel of Christ really 
tneant to me. Praise the Lord, she was 
open-minded enough and_ interested 
enough to want to discuss and study it 
even more. I pointed out a number of 
passages in her own Douay version and 
asked her to pray about each verse 
after studying it awhile. She did this, 
and of course I prayed earnestly that 
God might have her see the true way. 

Praise the Lord—God does answer 
prayer and is concerned about His 
children, for it wasn’t long after that 
that she came to my house one night 
and told me what had happened. All 
alone she had asked Christ one night 
to enter irito her heart and make her 
free from the bondage she was under. 
She is now wonderfully saved, and we 
have been united in marriage. We are 
members of a small gospel church near 
us and are living a full Christian life 
for our Lord. Praise Him for all He 
has done! 

Enclosed please find our small con- 
tribution for the renewal of the maga- 
zine, and may the good Lord bless you 
in your wonderful work now and 
throughout the year. 

J.& R.S., Pa. 


THE EARLY YEARS 


I want to tell you again what 
wonderful magazine the CONVE 
CATHOLIC is and how very much 
would like to see it in every home j 
the country. How very much it 
meant to me in my life as I read 
while growing up! Now I thank God 
was privileged to read it. 
B.M., Ca 


REVEALING ARTICLE 


I sent you one dollar for spare cop 
of the November edition of CONVER 
CATHOLIC. The article by Antoni Gro 
wicz contained therein was of speci 
interest to me, and I wanted more Cat 
olics to read the contents and be s 
prised as I was. Yours for success 
your endeavors. 

L.P., Mt 


MINISTRY OF THE PRINTED WORD 


I am in most hearty agreement wi 
the work you are doing and thank 
for such an organization as you 
However, I am an old man, a retired 
minister, and have not the funds t 
make donations to all the institutions 
I approve. I am doing all I can to make 
effective your work by spreading your 
literature among those needing it. 
Rev. J.A.L., Canada 


GIVES THE ANSWER 


I would like to say again how much] 
enjoy the CONVERTED CATHOLIC maga- 
zine. It gives honest, straight-forwam 
answers to problems concerning Ca 
tholicism that people should know. Hay. 
ing done duty in countries that ar 
Catholic-contrelled or -dominated, I can 
see how little the people in the U.S.A 
know about the threat of Catholicism 
Do keep up the excellent work. I would 
like to have some sample copies sent t 
my church. . 

J.P.F., Texas 


STUDENT INTEREST 


I received your letter and Christmas 
offering envelope. My roommate and! 
have subscribed to your magazine, Cor 
VERTED CATHOLIC, since hearing Dp 
Carl B. Marzena speak at the Grate 
Methodist Church in Ohio, my home 
church. We certainly enjoy your mag 
zine to the utmost . . . It’s wonderfil 
and really shows the world what 4 
great force we are up against. 

We certainly would like to contribu 
to Christ’s Mission and its wonderfil 
cause, but after registering this quarter 
we find ourselves, as we so often & 
without money with which to contri 
ute. As ministerial students, we bol 
have fought for this cause throught 
our college lives and have learned thit 
monetary means are not the only wi 
we can support such a wonderful & 
ganization as yours. You certainly 
our earnest prayers and the hope 
in the near future through some me it 
we may be able to contribute to Chri 
Mission. 

W.L.G., 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZI 
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Ecce Homo! 


a 8s 8 oS & Fee 


0 PHYSICAL AILMENT can be cured unless the 
remedy strikes at the root of the disease. In 
like manner, the disease of sin cannot be cured un- 
less the root is destroyed. Because “all have sinned” 
and “there is none righteous, no, not one,” the cure 
for sin had to be Christ, the perfect Lamb of God 
“slain from the foundation of the world.” It is 
Christ alone “who forgiveth all thine iniquities; 
who healeth all thy diseases; who redeemeth thy 
life from destruction .. .” 

We hear much about character-building, but no 
character can be built on a sure foundation unless 
sin is destroyed at the very roots. Character is not 
built by using a pruning-knife. 


THE BETRAYAL 


Among the solemn events that preceded the 
death of Him who bore our sins and that pierced 
His heart with more than human anguish were the 
crafty betrayal of Judas, the coarse denial of 
Peter, the wavering cowardliness of Pilate, and the 
fearful abandonment of His trusted disciples. He 
Who was about to deliver up His life for the salva- 
tion of the human race could not in the hour of 
trial depend on the loyalty of even His most trusted 
friends. 

The name of Judas has rung darkly through the 
ages, symbol of all that is most to be despised in 
human nature. In describing one of England’s 


Ziede 


shot wicked kings, Green wrote: “Foul as it is, hell 


itself is defiled by the fouler presence of John. 
Judas can no longer be lonely.” Dante in his vision 
im of hell placed Judas in the lowest circles among the 
condemned as the sole sharer with Satan himself of 
® the most horrible punishment. 








Judas was not alone when he betrayed 
His Lord and Master; other lips have sold 
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EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


Kisses and love for cheaper dust of gold. 
Rascals and kings alike are thus repaid. 


What wounded the heart of Christ most was that 
one who had supped with Him, lived with Him, and 
communed with Him should sell His Master by 
using the most sacred symbol of friendship, a kiss. 
Yet was this act confined to the period of Christ’s 
earthly ministry ending two thousand years ago? 

We ask ourselves if we as Christians have ever 
been guilty of selling our Master for less than 
thirty pieces of silver. Have we concealed our iden- 
tity in the business world in order not to “offend” 
others or lose coveted opportunities? Have we be- 
trayed God by serving mammon? Have we, while 
professing loyalty to Christ with our lips, sold out 
to the enemy with our deeds? 


THE DENIAL 


Another act that doubtless added heavily to 
Christ’s burden of physical and spiritual torment 
was Peter’s denial. So short a time before, Peter, 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, had. made 
the greatest of all confessions: “Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” But now, in the 
time of trial, from the same lips come the words: 
“I never knew Him.” 

There are many Peters in today’s pulpits and 
pews. Paul under inspiration testified that “the 
word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper 
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit.” (Heb. 4:12) 
But how many today are “making the word of God 
of none effect through . . . tradition . . . and many 
such like things”? (Mark 7:13) To how many is 
Christ Himself “become of no effect’? (Gal. 5:4) 

In casting doubts on the Word of God, on the 
person of Christ, on what He Himself claimed to 
be, by making of Him either a great man or an 
inaccessible God, we are branding Him an impostor 
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and a fraud; with Peter we are saying, “I know 
not the man.” 

But Peter repented himself bitterly of his de- 
fection and denial, and when his risen Lord tested 
his loyalty, he avowed his love and fidelity in posi- 
tive though humble accents. 


ONFESSION AND REPENTANCE are words difficult 
for many to fit in their vocabulary, but an 
examination of conscience in the light of the cross 
cannot help bringing to the lips a deep sorrow for 
sin and a deeper love for Him who died to save 
from sin. The bitter gall that is offered to Him by 
so many professed Christians might thus be chang- 
ed to the sweet nectar of love and loyalty, as hearts 
respond to His words, “Son, give me thine heart 

. Feed my sheep.” 

The difference between Judas and Peter is that 
Judas was remorseful, whereas Peter was repent- 
ant. Judas was lost, forever lost, a wretched man 
in despair over his black deed, dead to the saving 
power of the Redeemer, while Peter melted under 
the Saviour’s searching but tender gaze and hum- 
bled himself in sorrowful repentance. Judas ended 
a debased suicide, Peter a mighty apostle. 

Someone has said that if a diamond falls into 
the mire, it is a diamond still. Peter denied his 
Lord, but the work that Christ had already done 
in his heart prevailed and there remained only the 
further polishing of the Spirit to fit him for the 
tasks that lay ahead. 


THE DISMISSAL 


As for unhappy Pilate, according to Prof. Phelps, 
“Well has an old English poet represented him as 
sunk beneath the waves, with nothing visible but 
his hands, and these washing themselves eternally 
in a vain attempt to cleanse his soul.” 

What an opportunity Pilate had to earn for him- 
self eternal glory! What a bid for immortality! The 
Son of God awaiting his just decision—and Pilate 
washes his hands. Annoyed by the raging mob and 
perfidious priests, moved by the matchless Figure 
before him, warned by his wife, Pilate exclaims, 
“Behold the man!”—and releases Barabbas. Pilate 
gained the friendship of Herod, the contempt of 
posterity, and the frown of Heaven—all for an 
elusive moment of glory dangling before his trem- 
bling, power-hungry hands. 

Legend has it that in extreme misery Pilate cast 
himself from an alpine peak into a mountain lake. 
The mountain is still called by his name Pilatus, 
and, according to Prof. Battle, the glittering lake 
which reflects its dark shadow bears the shape of 
the glorious cross. 


Today there are modern Pilates who prefer to 
wash their hands rather than face the issues before 
them and find a solution. While Pilate vacillated 
between what his conscience told him was right 
and what his ambition told him was expedient, 
while he wavered between courage and cowardice, 
he could have had the solution from the lips of the 
Son of God Himself and could have received the 
assurance that comes only from above that what 
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he was about to do was right. He could have bee 
blessed in this life and rewarded in the life 
come. But Pilate washed *his hands! 


How many today make the same terrible mi 
take! With the eternal weight of souls in the 
keeping, with the scales awaiting a tip on eithe 
side, they wash their hands—and throw theif 
weight on the side of wrong. What is truth? the 


say, while the Bible lies unopened at their sid@) 


They cannot say “Here I stand!” like Luther, be 
cause the comforts of life and the promises of ag ; 
vancement are too important at the moment. They! 
are spiritual traitors, denying their Lord by their 

cowardice. i 


THE ABANDONMENT 


There is a fourth class of people that added 7 
Christ’s woe before the crucifixion, and these wer 
the disciples who abandoned Him when things went) 


wrong, contrary to their expectations. A week be 
fore, they were hailing Him with hosannas, pro 
claiming Him King of the Jews; now in their deep 
disappointment they scattered like sheep without 
a shepherd, leaving Him to His tormentors and ae 
cusers. 

Today there are those who say, “How can God 
permit so much suffering and so many wars?” or 
“Why does God allow the wicked to flourish while 
I, a Christian, suffer?” or “My Lord delayeth His 
coming.” Disheartened, they leave His standard 
and seek the ways of the world, often leading other 
astray, thus grieving the heart that broke for sin- 
ners on Calvary’s cross. 

In His dying agony, Christ could rely only on the 
promises of His heavenly Father. So today we cam 
not depend on anyone but God. Can the best of our 
friends equal the loyalty of God? Even Job’s wife in 
an hour of need turned against her husband and 
against God, and Job’s friends were quick to accu® 
him. But God never fails. He said, “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee.” (Heb. 13:5) He said, 
“T have loved thee with an everlasting love: there 
fore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.” (Jet 
31:3) 

These are not rhetorical or theoretical pronoun 
ments. These are the greatest verities. Christ is th 
same yesterday, today, and forever, and does né 
deceive those who trust in Him. Though human 
promises are frail, His promises are sure. 


M4* THIS SEASON, when the world is looking to 
Christ of the crucifixion, be a time of spirit 
refreshing for us all, and may we resolve praye 
fully never to hurt the heart of our Redeemer bf 
any acts of treason, denial, cowardice, or abandol 
ment. Rather let us “count all things but loss f 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus ou 
Lord.” (Phil. 3:8) May we so live that we cal 
exclaim with Paul: § 


“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ 
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?... 
in all these things we are more than conquerdl 
through Him that loved us. i 
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“For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom. 8:35-39) 



















The Billy Graham Crusade 





ON PAGE 13 of this issue we are announcing the 

coming Billy Graham campaign in New York 
which begins next month. This event without a 
doubt marks one of the high points of Dr. Graham’s 
evangelistic career and has required many months 
and even years of preparation and prayer. One does 
not conquer New York with the laurels of other 
victories. 

To many of our readers who have not fully un- 
derstood our position, this announcement in the 
pages of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine may 
come as a surprise, inasmuch as our editorial in 
the June 1956 issue aroused considerable comment. 
For the benefit of all we wish to state that we like 
Billy Graham personally and can wish nothing 
better for him than a rich harvest of souls in his 
New York crusade. It is neither our desire nor our 
intention to detract from his public favor or 
weaken his ministry. We have too much regard for 
the salvation of souls in darkness to defame a 
minister of the gospel. 

But we have on a number of occasions been per- 
plexed by reports from widely varying sources 
concerning Dr. Graham’s attitude toward those not 
of his faith—whether modernist Protestants, Cath- 
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B olics, or Jews. It is difficult to reconcile the gospel 
sing message of salvation by faith with reports of his 
a sending people who have accepted salvation back 





to churches where Christ is denied as the Son of 
God or supplanted as sole Redeemer of mankind. 
To accept salvation is to accept Christ and to accept 
Christ is to accept His teachings as found in the 
Word. Anything short of this is short of salvation, 
as if a drowning man were thrown a rope one foot 
short of his grasp. 

In our appraisal of the situation we have weighed 
the opinions of a number of prominent Christian 
leaders both pro and con and have noted the reports 
of some concerning Dr. Graham’s apparent atti- 
tude of compromise with these other churches. 
Now, we believe that Dr. Graham is preaching the 



















































mental churches. His reasoning is that it would be 
unethical for him to do otherwise, and further, if 
the person were really saved and went to any reli- 








= Word of God. But we are most distressed when we 
5 read reports such as the following, which is taken 
7; from a letter written by the Hon. James E. Bennet 
e to Lt. Gen. W. K. Harrison, under the date of Feb- 
= ruary 4, 1957: 
SE = “The main points involved are that Billy Graham 
$ OE proposes to follow his usual custom of telling the 
“candidates for salvation that they should go to the 
'§ church of their own choice, and he told me, person- 
rist’@ ally, that this included synagogues, Catholic 
. mm churches, and modern churches, as well as funda- 
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gious meeting which did not teach the Gospel of 
salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, he would 
know that he was in the wrong place and would 
leave, but if he were in real earnest in his salvation 
he might easily remain in that modernistic place, 
but would be no worse off than he was before the 
Crusade.” 

On the other hand, we have also considered the 
arguments advanced by the afore-mentioned Chris- 
tian general to the effect that if Dr. Graham has 
cooperated with theologians not of his own persua- 
sion with the idea of presenting to them and their 
adherents the pure gospel, we can well afford to 
support him. 

The Editor of this magazine has said many times 
during his thirty years of public ministry that if 
God should send him to the doors of hell to preach, 
he would do so. Christ came to save all, and no one 
should knowingly be excluded from the sweet in- 
fluence of the gospel. No one is “outside the pale” 
except by his own choice. The main point to be 
remembered is that the stream of influence should 
flow in one direction only—from the Word of God 
to the unsaved. Christ came to seek and to save 
those that were lost, not to be influenced by them. 
In fact, it was only in later years when the flow 
was gradually altered and when the Church began 
to compromise that error crept in and the Church 
was corrupted. 

This is perhaps the gravest danger to the Church 
today, that in an effort to reach everyone and win 
souls at every level of society, concessions will be 
made to theology, culture, environment, science, or 
social mores. But the gospel of Jesus Christ can 
stand alone on its own divine merits without any 
human props or trimmings, and any attempt to 
soft-pedal certain truths or preach “smooth things” 
can only end in disaster. 


We earnestly pray that Billy Graham will preach 
the full gospel of salvation by faith in all its mar- 
velous beauty and perfection and will let God take 
care of the consequences. To be explicit, this means 
that one cannot send a new-born creature in Christ 
back to a Roman Catholic church where Mary has 
superseded His functions. If a corrupt tree cannot 
bring forth good fruit, neither can it nourish good 
fruit. 

In our deep desire to see the great city of New 
York touched and moved by the gospel of salvation, 
we urge our readers to pray that Dr. Graham be 
given the unction of the Holy Spirit in great meas- 
ure, that he may have courage and fortitude, wis- 
dom and understanding to reach the multitudes 
with the ineffable light of God’s truth and that he 
may preach with power from the Word of God so 
that his hearers may grasp the marvelous simplic- 
ity of the doctrine of justification by faith in Jesus 
Christ alone. 

Our concern as the staff of the CONVERTED CATH- 
OLIC magazine is that Dr. Graham may bring his 
hearers not merely to a church but to Christ, in 
a personal encounter with the Saviour. As long as 
he does this we will endorse him and his message 
and God will bless his endeavors to reach the mil- 
lions of New York with the gospel. 
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The Gospel 


Conquers 


in Central America 


Dear Dr. Montano: 


We are still rejoicing in the fragrance of your gracious and yet 
powerful testimony for the Gospel at the Fourth Congress. How 
we thank you and the Lord for making it possible for you to be 
with us! I know that I speak for all our people when I express 
our heartfelt gratitude for your ministry in those days in San Jose. 


N THE ANNALS of Latin Ameri- 
can evangelism the meetings of 
the Mendoza Theater in San Jose, 
Costa Rica, largest theater in the 
country, were among the most out- 
standing since the gospel entered 
the Central American republics. 
Thousands of eager listeners 
crowded into the auditorium every 
night, many standing attentively 
in the aisles throughout the whole 
service, as Dr. W. M. Montajio de- 
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William H. Walker 


General Secretary 


livered his gospel lectures during 
the week. In addition, the newly 
built church was filled to overflow- 
ing each Sunday night when Dr. 
Montafio occupied the pulpit. 
One could sense the intense long- 
ing in the hearts of the people as 
they devoured the messages. 
Scores came forward to the altar 
to accept Christ as their personal 
Saviour. In addition, the messages 
were broadcasted over radio sta- 
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tion Faro del Caribe, thus reachi 
other Central American countries 


When Dr. C. I. Scofield, known 
for his reference Bible, founde 
the Central American Mission ig 
1890, he never dreamt that out 
of that small handful of mission-— 
aries the organization would grow 
to the extent of what it is today, | 
The enthusiasm, the consecration,” 
the devotion, the apostolic zeal of” 
both missionaries and national, 
leaders, are indeed inspiring. One’ 
of the distinctive aspects of the 
campaign was the close spirit of 
cooperation between the various t 
churches and denominations, :so k 
noticeable that observers were 
moved to exclaim, “See how they 
love one another!” 

It is also a tribute to the repub- 
lics of Central America to note 
their hospitality as Dr. Montajio 
passed through the various coun- 
tries. As the Pan American plane 
landed at the municipal airports, 
large delegations of believers with 
their leaders greeted him officially 
in the name of the local churches 
and begged for a few words of 
inspiration and encouragement. 
These repeated “ceremonies” so 
impressed the authorities that Dr, 
Montajio was treated with all the 
deference of an official diplomat 
and was even spared the necessity 
of opening his baggage for cus- 
toms inspection! 
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UT THE GREATEST satisfaction 
of all was gained from the ob 

servation that the gospel is k 
ing definite advances and 
progress is steady. The eagerness 
with which the church member 
and delegates greeted Dr. Mom: 
tafio, the sacrificial lives of 
missionaries and national pastor 
the throngs of hungry listener 
who responded to their invitation#: 
to hear the gospel, all bespeak th 
tremendous needs and longin 
that exist at our very doors. © 

North Americans are generallf: 
not very well informed about com 
ditions south of the border. 
many of these republics, in spi 
of strong Roman Catholic pre 
sure, the spirit of democracy is 
work and the people are cordi 
and warmhearted. The gover 
ments often realize the impag@ 
made by these evangelical people 
and do not wish to deny their coum 
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Artist Phil Saint illustrates a lecture 
with chalk. 


tries the benefits brought to them 
by Protestantism. 

Now and then, Evangelicals 
hear Roman Catholics say wist- 
fully, “I wish I were a Protestant 
too.” What a challenge! What a 
tremendous opportunity! What a 
wide-open door for earnest mis- 
sionary endeavor! 


AN INDICATION of the spiritual 
poverty of Latin American 
countries is found in the headlines 
of Roman Catholic publications in 
this country. Month after month 
one Catholic newspaper with a 
wide circulation gives banner 
headlines to the dearth of priests 
and the lack of vocations. The fol- 
lowing are typical: 
“MORE CLERGY NEED OF LATIN 


AMERICA .. . In Latin America, 
32,700 priests serve a Catholic 
population of 156,323,000 . . . The 
ratio of Catholics to priests is the 
worst in the Caribbean Islands, 
where there are 6,139 Catholics to 
each priest. The Central America 
and Mexico region has 5,077 Cath- 
olics per priest, and South Ameri- 
ca, 4,600. 

“The Caribbean Islands report 
approximately 18,000 Catholics 
per parish; Central America and 
Mexico, 14,000; and South Ameri- 
ca, 11,800... 


“Based on data in the 1956 issue 
of the Annuario Pontificio, official 
Vatican yearbook, the figures re- 
gard as Catholics all baptized as 
such who have not apostatized. In- 
tensity of religious practice is not 
indicated. The total population of 
Latin America is placed at 171,- 
893,000.” (Denver Register, Feb. 
10, 1957) 

“LATIN AMERICA’S NEED OF 
PRIESTS IS TERRIBLE . . . Though 
Latin America has only eight per 
cent of the world’s priests, it has 
nearly one-third of the world’s 
Catholics. 

“This alarming fact was noted 
with the announcement by Pius 
XII that an increase of priestly vo- 
cations in Latin America is the 
March intention of the Apostleship 
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Dr. Montano shakes hands with the 
Rev. Rafael Baltodano in front of 


new church. 


Dr. Montano delivering lecture. 


Partial view of the rapt audience that crowded into the Mendoza Theater every night 
the campaign. People in the rear are standing. 
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of Prayer... 

“There are only 31,000 priests 
to care for 170,000,000 Catholics 
in Latin America, which includes 
the West Indies and Central and 
South America. These people’s 
dilemma is that the lack of priests 
causes ignorance of the faith, and 
ignorance of the faith is the great- 
est hindrance to vocations.” (Den- 
ver Register, March 10, 1957) 


N THE LIGHT OF Roman Catholic 
failure, Evangelical Protes- 
tants cannot remain asleep. The 


intensification of various aspects 
of evangelism is urgently needed. 
Radio work, clinics, schools, or- 
phanages, colportage work, gospel 
literature, river boat evangelism, 
and all other types of urban and 
rural work must receive our full 
support while the doors to these 
countries are still open. In the 
words of Dr. Montajo: 


“Unless American Protestant- 
ism realizes the need of the con- 
tinent and comes into immediate 
action, the population might lose 
its last opportunity for hearing 


the gospel and become fatally in- 
different to any spiritual influence, 
or it might easily become the prey 
of Communism. For Roman Ca- 
tholicism, which has had over 
four hundred years to conquer 
the continent, has utterly failed.” 


Our prayer is that North Ameri- 
ca believers will have an enlarged 
vision of the spiritual needs of 
their sister countries and will be 
not only good neighbors but good 
Samaritans in ministering to the 
spiritual welfare of a people long 
kept in darkness. 
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SOWING 


THE GOOD SEED 


IN FERTILE LANDS 


by WILLIAM H. WALKER 


elegations from seven Republics totaling 340 
and representing five hundred churches and con- 
gregations of the Central American Mission gathered 
in San Jose, Costa Rica, January 6-13 to celebrate 
their Fourth Congress, which is held biannually and 
is international in its scope. 

The total registered guests from outside Costa Rica 
were as follows: United States—6; Mexico—1; Guate- 
mala—122; Honduras—43; El Salvador—74; Nica- 
ragua—44; Panama—14. From Costa Rica there were 
36 registered believers, besides the hundreds who 
were not registered but attended the meetings. Forty 
missionaries came from other countries, and General 
Secretary William H. Walker and Home Secretary 
Lon Hitchcock represented the Home Council. 


Chartered buses, planes, automobiles, and several 
jeeps were used to bring together this large number 
of Christian leaders in Central America. 


For two years the San Jose Church has been build- 
ing its new sanctuary in preparation for this momen- 
tous occasion. At great sacrifice the believers of this 
Church, the first to be organized by the Central 
American Mission, erected this beautiful building and 
fitted it with lovely pews that will seat 650, including 
the balcony. Not counting the hours of labor donated 
by the members, the building cost approximately 
$23,500. Less than $200 was given toward this con- 
struction by the United States believers. Here we see 
the indigenous church in action! 


Each evening, Monday through Saturday, Dr. 
Walter M. Montajio, internationally known as “the 
Monk Who Lived Again,” spoke to large audiences in 
Teatro Mendoza. It is impossible to measure the im- 
pact made upon the evangelical community of Central 
America by the powerful addresses of this consecrated 
and gifted servant of God. 


In addition, the audiences were delighted and 
greatly blessed by the beautiful paintings in chalk by 
the beloved gospel artist, Phil Saint, who illustrated 
precious truths from God’s Word with amazing speed 
and precision. Special music was provided by the male 
quartet of the Central American Bible Institute, with 
William Fasig playing the Wurlitzer organ and 
Richard Foulkes the piano. 

Believers gathered at the church for prayer at 
8:00 a.m. each morning, and immediately following 
Rev. Robert Atwood brought powerful, soul-stirring 
messages on the Holy Spirit. There was a deep con- 
sciousness of the presence of God’s Spirit in all these 
meetings. 

In spite of the many advances, there remains much 
land to possess. In Costa Rica the total evangelical 
community of all groups numbers around ten thou- 
sand, or one percent of the total population of the 


country. In Panama, Nicaragua, and Mexico, the need | 


is even greater. By special campaigns, by radio, by 


literature, and by every possible means, it is our aim 


to preach the gospel “to every creature” in these 
fertile lands. 
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Indifference and Passion 


From the pen of a Jesuit priest in 
Chile has come the acknowledgment 
that the evangelical message and the 
way of life satisfies the longings of 
the heart unmet by the “meaningless 
rites” of Catholicism. 

In an article appearing in the 
Jesuit magazine Mensaje (Message) 
Father Ignacio Vergara noted that 
while Chile’s population increased 
one-sixth between 1940 and 1952, the 
number of Protestants had increased 
100 per cent. There are now 700,000 
Protestants in a population of seven 
million. He believes this spectacular 
growth is due to Protestantism’s “dy- 
namic passion” in contrast to the in- 
difference of Roman Catholics who 
are “religious only in name.” 


The Standard, Jan. 18, 1957 


Ignorance and Zeal 


Some of our readers may have been 
honestly puzzled by the reaction of 
our fellow-Catholics in Spain and 
Latin America to the presence of 
Protestant missionaries in their 
midst. Here in America we have a 
tradition of good neighborliness, of 
live and let live, so that we are sur- 
prised and perhaps even a little em- 
barrassed at occasional “explosions” 
south of the border. 

Some light is thrown on the matter 
by Brazilian Bishop Angelo Rossi in 
the September issue of the American 
Ecclesiastical Review. He begins by 
saying that Brazil has two million 
Protestants, half of them active 
church-goers. This means that there 
are more Protestants in Brazil than 
in all of Latin Europe, and twice as 
many as there are in the rest of 
Latin America. 

“The reason for the extraordinary 
expansion of Protestantism in Bra- 
zil,” says Bishop Rossi, “is explained 
not merely by the power of the dollar, 
but mainly by the religious ignorance 
of our people and the proselytizing 
zeal of the Protestants.” 


Our Sunday Visitor 
Oct. 14, 1956 


Bad Catholics 
and Good Protestants 


I want to say a word of deepest 
appreciation of “Catholics and a 
Ghetto Mentality,” by Donald B. 
King in September. His attitude is 
80 sane and his suggestions so prac- 
tical that it should be required read- 
ing in Catholic schools. One sentence 
especially impressed me: “It would 
be a failure to recognize the very 
obvious truth that while some Cath- 
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olics do not live up to the principles 
of Catholicism, many non-Catholics 
lead lives not far short of Catholic 
standards.” The only exception to 
this very accurate statement which I 
would make is that I know some non- 
Catholics who are leading lives that 
are not short of Catholic standards 
at all. 

Maybe they are leading good lives 
out of habit or for natural motives, 
I don’t know and only God can judge. 
But unquestionably they are leading 
lives that, to all outward appearances, 
conform to the finest Catholic stand- 
ards. I know they make me search 
my conscience and say to inyself: “If 
these people with the few religious 
aids they have, can live so nobly, I 
ought to be ashamed of myself for 
not being a saint with all the helps 
and graces my religion provides.” 

We hear some Catholics say “our 
kind.” Who is “our kind”? The bad 
Catholics or the good Protestants? 
There’s the tragedy of the wrong 
people in the right Church but there’s 
also the tragedy of the right people 
in the wrong Church. 

Philip F. X. Dimiterek 
in The Catholic World, October 1956 


Luther Censored 


‘ . Recently, in Chicago, the 
widely-acclaimed film, “Martin Lu- 
ther,” was taken off a projected tele- 
cast because of demands from Catho- 
lics. Conflicting reports have been 
issued as to whether the demand was 
from official church sources or indi- 
vidual Catholics. Regardless, some 
months ago Catholics were respon- 
sible for cancelling out a Medic film 
which was later shown with cuts. 
This kind of censorship is unhealthy 
both for the TV industry and for the 
church itself, and in my opinion ap- 
plies to any faith. 

Father John Courtney Murray, 
S.J., editor of Theological Studies, 
a Catholic clerical publication, in an 
address on censorship in literature 
and the arts recently warned that 
while the right of Americans to pro- 
test and object is primeval, “it re- 


mains true that methods of action 
which verge upon the coercive ex- 
hibit some incongruity when used by 
citizen-groups. Even if they raise no 
issue of abstract right, they do raise 
the concrete issue of prudence, which 
equally with justice, is one of the 
cardinal virtues . . . How intelligent 
is it to have recourse to methods that 
approach coercion: in this delicate 
field of censorship? Few things are 
worse than to make oneself ridicu- 
lous. And when an effort to coerce is 
made at the dictates of stupidity, the 
result arouses ridicule as well as 
resentment.” 

Let people see what they want to 
see, but let’s keep the TV lanes free 
from dictatorship. The whole thing 
is quite amazing since “Martin Lu- 
ther” has had wide showings all over 
the country. Why, then, was its 
scheduled appearance on TV such a 
“dangerous” thing? 


Jack Holland 
In TV-Radio Life, 
January 5-11, 1957 


I am one of many Roman Catholics, 
I hope, who are appalled at the shal- 
low thinking of our Chicago brethren 
who became a pressure group pro- 
testing the showing of the TV film 
Martin Luther. If, as Catholics, we 
possess the truth, why do they resort 
to such intolerance in order to pro- 
hibit what they consider to be false 
from the beginning. We cannot deny 
the historical existence of Luther 
and his founding of the Protestant 
Church. Do Chicago Catholics fear 
the facts of history? I wonder if 
they realize how much their bigotry 
damages the cause of Catholicism 
and the fellowship of man? 


Gerald Quinlivan 
In Time, Jan. 21, 1957 





What would happen... 


by Dr. William Ward Ayer 
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If Evangelical 


Protestantism Should Die! 


ES, I HEAR thousands of you 

say, “That’s impossible! Prot- 
estantism can never die! Why, 
we’re growing by leaps and bounds 
here in the United States. There 
are 58,488,000 Protestant church 
members today. We're going 
places!” 

We'd better take a searching 
look at the situation. It’s not as 
rosy as it appears. There are a 
hundred million church members 
of all the faiths—Catholic, Prot- 
estant and Jewish—in America 
today. And if you are to count the 
Protestants of all creeds and de- 
scriptions, you would have prob- 
ably sixty-five million of us. Prot- 
estants as a whole are an unknown 
quantity. Some are positive, some 
negative. Some believe something, 
others are just against something. 

Evangelical Protestants are 
those that believe the gospel of 
the grace of God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. They believe that 
salvation is by grace through faith, 
the gift of God! There may be 
about thirty-five million Evangeli- 
cal Protestants in our land. 


In a few places Protestants are 
waking up today and there is a 
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resurgence of interest. A church 
here and there is experiencing 
genuine Holy Spirit revival. Yet 
Protestants are blighted with too 
much indifference and lethargy. 

A mere awakening of religious 
interest will not do. We have noth- 
ing today that compares with the 
revivals under Moody and Chap- 
man, Torrey and Sunday. Our 
Protestant faith has become too 
popular, too easy, too soft. 

It is said a certain Society in 
South Africa once wrote Living- 
stone: “Have you found a good 
road to where you are? If not, we 
want to know how to send on other 
men to join you.” 

Livingstone replied, “If you 
have men who will come only if 
they know there is a good road, I 
don’t want them. I want men who 
will come if there is no road.” 


Dr. Ayer, for many years pastor 
of New York’s famed Calvary 
Baptist Church, is widely known 
for his radio, evangelistic, and 
Bible conference ministry. His 
Marching Truth broadcast origi- 
nates every Sunday over station 
WABC in New York. 


This was once the spirit of the 
Church. 

But today millions go to church 
to be entertained. Multitudes are 
more interested in the parking fa 
cilities around the church than 
the preacher’s doctrine. We are 
blighted by an army of church 
tramps, running from one chureh 
to another, seeking “what we may 
devour.” 


HOLY FIRES 


In spite of a growing church 
membership we are spiritually 
weak—too many doctrinal divi 
sions, too little moral courage. Ou 
churches are saying they want 
evangelism, but in many of their 
services they have only an innoct 
ous, polite religion, with no eval 
gelistic passion. The Evangelical 
Protestant Church was born it 
the holy fires of evangelism and 
must continue in these holy fires 
The tendency of the church is ® 
turn to organization for power, t 
pomp, prestige and ceremony. ~ 

But this is no time for Prote® 
tants to give up. We have beél 
used too greatly by God. Much@ 
the world’s liberty depends upd 
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our being strong, for there is very 
little religious liberty in the world 
where the Evangelical gospel and 
the open Bible have not gone. And 
where there is no religious liberty 
there is very little individual free- 
dom. 

Suppose that Evangelical Prot- 
estants were liquidated, suppose 
they disappeared. What would be 
the world’s loss? I hear some 
say, “Well, there are plenty of 
other kinds of Christianity that 
seem organizationally stronger. 
We wouldn’t miss the Evangelicals 
if they disappeared.” But let us 
see what would disappear if Evan- 
gelical Protestants were liqui- 
dated. 


I. If Evangelical Protestantism 
Should Die, the Bible Would Cease 
to Be an Authoritative Book for 
Millions. 


Evangelical Protestants have 
always accepted the Bible as a 
divine and completely authorita- 
tive revelation. We do not accept 
tradition or the decrees of church 
councils as inspired. The Word of 
God is both true and sufficient. We 
look upon church laws and edicts 
as being like any law passed by 
our Congress. We may prove its 
validity by having it examined by 
the Supreme Court to see that it 
does not conflict with the Consti- 
tution. So for Evangelical Protes- 
tants every church pronouncement 
and edict must be examined in the 
light of the plain and unmistak- 
able teachings of the Word of God, 
and if they do not agree with the 
Word of God, Evangelicals reject 
them. 

“When the Bible speaks, we 
speak. When the Bible is silent, 
we are silent.” The Holy Spirit 
who is the true Author of the Book 
interprets it for us. God gave the 
Bible through holy, inspired men 
in order to show the Church how to 
“behave” and to make clear to 
them what the truth of God really 
is. 

It was not the Church, as such, 
that produced the Bible: holy men, 
inspired by God’s Spirit, spoke and 
wrote eternal truth. God gave the 
Bible to the Church through these 
holy men. The Church must be 
obedient to it. Don’t ever believe 
those who say the Catholic Church 
gave the Bible to the world. That’s 
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not only arrogance, it is ignorance. 

“The Bible, the whole Bible, and 
nothing but the Bible is the reli- 
gion of Evangelical Protestant- 
ism.” We dare stand on that. 

We hear the inspired Apostle 
say to Timothy, “All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable for teaching, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righteousness: that the 
man of God may be completely 
equipped unto all good works.” 


PROTESTANT BIBLE 


Many groups translated the 
Bible. The Jews translated the Old 
Testament into Greek. Jerome 
translated the Greek and Hebrew 
scriptures into the Latin. But it 
has been Evangelical Christians 
in the main that have given the 
Bible in the language of the people 
to the millions of the world. 

Long before the days of Luther 
the French Reformers gave the 
New Testament to the French peo- 
ple in their own tongue. The Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, The 
American Bible Society, The Swiss 
Bible Society, The New York Bible 
Society, The Pocket Testament 
League, and many other Bible- 
translating and Bible-publishing 
and distributing agencies have 
been the agencies for getting 
God’s eternal Word to the masses. 
The overwhelming percentage of 
them were Evangelical Protes- 
tants. They have really spread 
the Word of God over the earth, 
and this Book has fostered every 
great revival and every great re- 
form in the Christian Era. 

So if Evangelical Protestantism 
should die, this Book would prob- 
ably go out of circulation. It might 
even be burned in public, as was 
done in times past. 


Il. If Evangelical Protestantism 
Were Destroyed, Then the Democ- 
racy of the Christian Faith Would 
Probably Pass Away. 


Evangelicals have championed 
the right of access of every indi- 
vidual soul to God through Christ 
alone. This is a mighty truth for 
which Protestant leaders have 
lived and died through the cen- 
turies. They have believed what 
God has said, that “there is one 
Mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus.” Just one 


mediator—no other mediators— 
just Christ alone. 

“I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life: no man cometh unto the 
Father, but by Me .. . I am the 
Door: by Me if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved.” If any man 
“climb up some other way, the 
same is a thief and a robber.” 
This is basic to our faith. 

Knowing that Christ is our 
High Priest and Intercessor, we 
boldly declare we need neither min- 
ister nor priest, pope nor poten- 
tate, nor even the Church itself to 
gain access to God. Paul, preach- 
ing to the cultured Athenians, de- 
clared: “God that made the world 
and all things therein, seeing that 
He is lord of heaven and earth, 
dwelleth not in temples made with 
hands, neither is He worshipped 
with men’s hands.” 

We don’t go to church to find 
God. We go to church to worship 
with others in common assembly 
the God that we can find every- 
where if Christ has been accepted 
and our hearts are right with Him. 

Paul spoke of men “feeling 
after” this God, trying to “find 
Him though He be not far from 
any one of us, for in Him we live, 
and move, and have our being.” 
The Word of God is plain that all 
of us may have access to God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Christ is sufficient, sole intercessor 
at God’s right hand. The Bible 
makes plain that no other has a 
right to intercede in heaven for us. 

A minister was praying at the 
bedside of a dying woman. 

“Wait a moment,” she said, as 
he started to rise from his knees. 
“T want to pray for you.” And véry 
tenderly she prayed with her 
hands upon his head. “For ten 
years, ever since you became my 
pastor, I have offered that prayer 
for you every morning and night,” 
she told him. 

The minister went away with 
tears in his eyes and a strange 
warmth in his heart. He had 
known that this women was sweet- 
spirited and true, but he had never 
guessed that he had a place,in 
her prayer day and night. 


CHRIST ALONE PRAYS 
Christ prays for us constantly. 


He began that prayer just before 
He went into Gethsemane’s gar- 
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CHILDREN IN 
DANGER 


“This is a fervent request that you 
will rescue my five children from 
great danger. The oldest is only 11. 
My husband cannot do any work be- 
cause, during the communistic guer- 
rilla warfare, their great. cruelty 
and destruction drove him out of 
his mind, and naturally he is unable 
to help. I am struggling to provide 
the bare necessities of life for my 
little ones. With the greatest of diffi- 
culty I manage to secure just a loaf 
of bread, and this not every day. 


“We had a small bit of property, 
but the communists destroyed it, 
and now we are in the streets. My 
children have developed bronchial 
trouble. I cannot send them to 
school because I do not have the 
money to buy them bread, let alone 
pay for their schooling, books, etc. 
(In Greece, there is a small regis- 
tration fee for each child who at- 
tends school, which the very poor 
cannot possibly pay.) 


“Our poverty can hardly be 
imagined, and whatever you can do 
for my children — food, clothing, 
anything — you will save them and 
God will reward you.” 


Angeliki Belli 


Do you ever have to wonder when 
you will eat again, as this family 
does? In Greece, where one-third of 
the population makes less than 25c 
a day, this situation is not uncom- 
mon. But can we be comfortable sit- 
ting in front of our full dinner plates, 
knowing that with only $1.00 we 
can provide 22 lbs. of surplus food 
to these gaunt, sickly, despairing 
ones? That with $6.00 we can ship 
them a bundle of clothing: that 
with $15.00 a month we can pro- 
vide home care for a child? Nor 
should we be content to stop there, 
but seek to bring God’s Word 
through gifts of Bibles and Testa- 
ments to the spiritually starved also. 
Ask the Lord what He would have 
you do, and write to the American 
Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary, Dept. 
C, P.O. Box 423, New York 36, 
N. Y. (In Canada write to 90 Du- 
plex Avenue, Toronto 7, Ontario.) 


den (recorded in John 17). He 
prayed there for His own, and He 
must continue to pray, for there 
is no amen to this prayer. He never 
told us that anyone else in heaven 
would pray for us. 

This is spiritual democracy: all 
have access to God through Christ, 
as He said: “I in them, and Thou 
in Me, that they may be made per- 
fect in one; and that the world may 
know that Thou hast sent Me, and 
hast loved them as Thou hast loved 
Me.” Much is said about democ- 
racy in this garrulous age; but 
true democracy was declared by 
Christ when He told His disciples, 
“One is your Master, even Christ, 
and all ye are brethren.” 


Ill. If Evangelical Protestantism 
Were Destroyed, Few Would Ever 
Know the Peace and Joy of the 
Personal Assurance of Salvation. 


You see, Evangelicals specialize 
in the experience of personal sal- 
vation. We testify with enthusi- 
asm, “Thank God, I am saved. I 
have been delivered from the 
wrath to come. I’m a child of God. 
I’ve been regenerated. I’ve been 
born again. Christ dwelleth in 
me.” We know whom we have be- 
lieved, and are persuaded that He 
is able to keep that which we have 
committed unto Him against that 
day. 

Evangelical Protestantism 
teaches that God’s people are kept 
by Christ’s power. “My sheep hear 
My voice, and I know them, and 
they follow Me: and I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any 
man pluck them out of My hand. 
And My Father which gave them 
Me is greater than all; and no man 
shall pluck them out of My 
Father’s hand.” 


NO PRAYERS 
FOR THE DEAD 


Evangelical Protestants believe 
their Bible and trusting in their 
crucified and risen Lord have no 
doubts about their eternal destiny. 
They believe that when they are 
absent from the body they are 
present with the Lord. They say 
“to depart and be with Christ is 
far better.” It is because of this 
that Evangelical Protestants do 
not pray for the repose of the souls 
of their departed loved ones. We 


believe the Bible when it teaches” 
that death settles our eternal des- | 
tiny. “It is appointed unto man ™ 
once to die, and after this the judg- 
ment.” 

This life is a vestibule to eternity 
—a place of preparation for the 
life to come. We read with mean- 
ing Christ’s story of the rich man 
and Lazarus. Lazarus died and was 
buried and the angels carried him 
to Abraham’s bosom where he was 
in a place of conscious happiness. 
The rich man died and was buried, 
but in hell he lifted up his eyes 
being in torment. He was in a 
place of conscious unhappiness. 
And the Bible says that between 
the two there was a “great gulf 
fixed.” 

One thing Jesus made plain, 
there was no way out of that place 
of torment. The rich man didn’t 
pray to get out, nor did he ask any- 
body else to pray for him that he 
might get out; he asked that Laza- 
rus might dip his finger in water 
and place it upon his tongue to cool 
it because he was tormented in the 
flame. He knew he had reached his 
eternal destiny, no matter how 
many prayers were offered. 

Evangelicals believe the prom- 
ise of the assurance of salvation 
in this life. “These are written that 
ye might believe on the name of 
the only begotten Son of God, and 
that believing ye might have life 
through His name.” 

This is a tremendous experience 
that becomes a_ transforming 
power to those who believe it. 

Evangelical Protestantism 
should be kept alive for this glori- 
ous truth alone, so that we can 
sing with real meaning: 


“Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 

O what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 

Born of His Spirit, washed in His 
blood. 


“Perfect submission, all is at rest; 

I, in my Saviour, am happy and 
blest; 

Watching and waiting, looking 
above, 

Filled with His Spirit, lost in His 
love.” 


Protestants, are we to give t@ 
the world such a glorious heritage 
as this, and then die in disgrace? 
Evangelical Protestantism must 
live till Jesus comes! END 
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BILLY GRAHAM 
comes fo 
NEW YORK 


“New York City must become 
the most prayed-for spot on the 
face of the earth. If we did not be- 
lieve that individuals across the 
world would be praying for us, we 
could not dare attempt this Cru- 
sade! 


“Right now ... today... we are 


depending on your personal prayer 
support.” 


ITH THIS STATEMENT Billy 

Graham has embarked on the 

long-awaited evangelistic cam- 
paign in New York City. 

The campaign in this great city 
will embrace many features, all 
important contributors to the suc- 
cess of the endeavor: great evan- 
gelistic meetings nightly in Madi- 
son Square Garden and special 
week-end rallies in the Metropoli- 
tan area’s largest stadia; daily 
radio and television programs to 
take the message of the Crusade to 
the untold masses of the world’s 
greatest city; extension meetings 
led by Team members to carry the 
effect of the Crusade to every 
neighborhood and every walk of 
life; united prayer support as by 
ones and twos, by hundreds and 
thousands, individuals form a 
chain of prayer around the world 
and around the clock ; more people, 
churches, and pastors standing 
shoulder to shoulder in this soul- 
winning endeavor than ever be- 
fore ; and on the spot origination of 
the “Hour of Decision” broadcasts 
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over the ABC, NBC and Mutual 
networks, making the impact of 
the Crusade felt across America 
and throughout the world. 

It is encouraging to note the 
attitude of the officials of the Cru- 
sade, as expressed in their own 
publication : 

“As interest in the forthcom- 
ing New York Crusade mounts 
throughout the world, many peo- 
ple are asking what is our greatest 
need. Many think that our greatest 
need is money—an¢d it is true that 
the New York Crusade is in need 
of gifts at this time. Only about 
one-fourth of the budget has been 
raised. The finance committee is 
concerned, but strong in faith, 
that God will supply all their 
needs. 

“There is also need for greater 
vision. Those in our New York 
office who are preparing for the 
crusade are continually amazed 
at the vastness of the opportuni- 
ties and possibilities within the 
greater New York area. Never be- 
fore have we faced such over- 
whelming obstacles and at the 
same time had greater opportuni- 
ties for Christian witness. 

“Another need is for coopera- 
tion among all the Christian peo- 
ple of the greater New York area. 
Already at this early date, more 
than 500 churches are fully com- 
mitted to the support of the Cru- 
sade. We anticipate that over 500 
more will join our ranks in the 
days to come! We are beginning to 


see Christians put aside their dif- 
ferences and recognize that at 
least within the realm of evangel- 
ism we can join hands with others 
with whom we may differ to win 
the uncommitted to Christ. 

“There is also a need for physi- 
cal. strength on the part of the 
Team and staff. We are working 
long hours; we are holding fast to 
the promise: ‘As thy day, so shall 
thy strength be.’ We are all going 
to need supernatural strength for 
this supernatural job. We realize 
that we are wrestling not against 
flesh and blood, but against princi- 
palities and powers. Satan con- 
tinues to attack from within and 
without. However, the greatest 
need is for prayer. 

“The complexity of New York 
City makes it difficult for any type 
of evangelism. We are not sure 
that our particular method of 
evangelism is going to be success- 
ful in New York. We face the city 
in fear and trembling. If spiritual 
refreshment comes to New York, 
it will not be as a result of organi- 
zation, publicity, preaching or 
singing. It will come as a result of 
prayer on the part of Christians 
all over the world. We saw what 
prayer could do in London, Glas- 
gow, and India. We know what 
united, effectual praying can do. 

“Tn Isaiah 38 :5 God said, ‘I have 
heard thy prayers, I have seen 
thy tears.’ We believe that when 
Christians unitedly pray we can 

(Continued on page 27) 





CANDLE OF 
THE MONTH 


The rites of Holy Week are 

complex and involved, in 

spite of recent changes in- 

tended. to. encourage great- 
SS, at 

er devotion among Roman 

Catholic communicants. 


Changeless Church 


by Hugh Farrell 


Every year the Roman Catholic Church calendar marks the beginning of the 
Easter season with Ash Wednesday, which is followed by the four 

Sundays of Lent, Passion Sunday, Palm Sunday, and finally Easter Sunday. 
The week between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday is known as Holy Week 
and includes Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. 

During this period elaborate rites are performed, commemorating the 
events preceding and including the crucifixion. But all these ceremonies 
and rituals are as nothing if they point only to the Christ of the crucifix, 
for we serve today a risen Christ who died once for our sins 


and is now the only Mediator between God and man. 


WO YEARS AGO the Roman 

Catholic Church issued a de- 
cree that commanded significant 
changes in the liturgy of Holy 
Week.’ These alterations were 
approved by the Pope and the 
provisions of the decree became 
effective in 1956. They are bind- 
ing on all Roman Catholics 
throughout the world. The only 
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group of clergy exempted from 
the obligation of obeying the new 
rubrics are the Greek Catholic 
priests, who are also exempted 
from the law of celibacy, the 
canon forbidding clergy in Major 
Order to marry.’ (Most of the 
Greek Catholic priests under the 
pope have wives and children.) 
The rites for Holy Week, as 


outlined in the new decree, are 
ceremonies the Roman Church 
has invented in the past centurieg 
and are not to be found in Apos. 
tolic times. 

The Sacred Congregation of 
Rites, the body in Rome respon. 
sible for ceremonies and their 
use, has made major changes in 
the Blessing of the Palms, the 
Adoration of the Cross, and some 
of the ceremonies on Holy Satur. 
day. The only part of the Holy 
Week services that they have left 
more or less intact is the conse 
cration of the holy oils by the 
bishop on Maundy Thursday, the 
Thursday preceding Easter Sun. 
day. 

The blessing, or consecration, 
of the three holy oils by the bish. 
op in his cathedral on Holy 
Thursday is an interesting exam- 
ple of how the Roman Catholi¢ 
Church has encouraged its fol 
lowers to believe that inanimate 
objects possess great spiritual 
attributes after an episcopal, or 
priestly, blessing.’ The three oils 
are consecrated by the bishop in 
a very solemn ceremony. He ig 
surrounded by as many of his 
clergy as find it possible to be 
present. 

First, he blesses the oil which 
is to serve at the anointing of the 
catechumens previous to their 
baptism, and also in the ordina- 
tion of priests and in the corona- 
tion of kings and queens. Next, 
he blesses the oil with which the 
sick are anointed in the sacra- 
ment of Extreme Unction. Final- 
ly, he consecrates the most im 
portant of the three oils, that of 
holy chrism. The oil of chrism is 
used in baptism, confirmation, 
consecration of bishops, conse 
cration of churches, altars, and 
chalices, baptismal water, and 
the baptismal font. 


As the assisting priests hold 
up the vessels of oil after the 
blessing and consecration, and 
cry out their names, all of those 
participating genuflect (kneel) 
and venerate the sacred contents. 

An interesting sidelight which 
could serve as an illuminating de 
tail is the similarity between 
these rites and those practiced by 
the Dalai Lama and his Buddhist 
monk in Tibet in the blessing @ 
butter and other elements used 
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in the worship of their idols.* 
ADORATION OF THE CROSS 


On Good Friday the priest is 
instructed to unveil the cross for 
the adoration of the faithful Ro- 
man Catholics. For the two weeks 
previous it is kept covered, hid- 
den from the eyes of the people 
by a cloth. 

The priest brings a large cru- 
cifix (a cross with the figure of 
Jesus attached) from the sacristy 
and, standing on the Epistle side 
of the altar (the right side as one 
faces the altar), he chants, “Be- 
hold the wood of the cross.” At 
the same time he faces the people 
and uncovers the top of the cross. 
He then ascends to the platform 
before the altar, commonly 
called the footpace, and, again 
singing the above words in a 
higher tone, uncovers one arm of 
the cross. Moving to the center of 
the footpace, he uncovers the en- 
tire cross, singing the same 
words in a still higher voice. 

Each time the priest intones 
the chant, all present reply, 
“Come, let us adore.” After each 
chant, all present kneel and adore 
the cross.’ The priest, after un- 
covering the cross, takes off his 
shoes, “adores the cross and 
kisses it.’ 

Following the rubrics issued by 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites, 
two of the servers, or acolytes, 
hold the cross at the sanctuary 
railing and two more servers 
hold lighted candles on each side 
of it. While the cross is thus ex- 
posed, the people, first the men 
and then the women, approach, 
genuflect, and kiss the feet of the 
image of the cross. 

One cannot help contrasting 
the simple story of the passion 
and death of Jesus Christ, as 
told by the Evangelists in the 
Gospels, with all of these rites 
and ceremonies. Since they did 
not exist in the Apostolic days, 
or for several hundred years 
thereafter, who invented them, 
and why? 


FIRE AND WATER 


The service on Holy Saturday 
opens with the blessing of the 
new fire. This blessing may take 
place outside the church doors or 
within, “wherever the people may 
best see and follow the rite.” 
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Fire is struck from flint and 
steel, and from it combustible 
material is ignited. Wedges of 
charcoal are ignited, to be used 
in the ceremonies to follow.’ The 
priest sprinkles the new fire with 
holy water. Some of the recently 
blessed burning charcoal having 
been placed in the thurible (a 
vessel on chains which holds the 
burning incense), the priest 
places incense upon the coals, 
blesses it and then incenses the 
new fire." 

The writer recalls that on one 
occasion when he was assisting 
the parish priest, the flint and 
steel failed to produce the neces- 
sary sparks. The priest, a re- 
sourceful man, pulled out a 
modern cigarette lighter, which 
he applied with excellent results. 


CANDLE POWER 


The blessing of the paschal 
candle, which is a column of 
wax of exceptional size, is admin- 
istered after the new fire has 
been ignited. As the candle is 
held before the priest, he cuts a 
cross in the wax between pre- 
marked places where grains of 
incense are to be inserted. The 
Missal directs that the cross shall 
be cut in the following manner: 
first the vertical beam of the 
cross, then the horizontal. Above 
the vertical beam is cut the 
Greek letter alpha, and beneath, 
the letter omega. Then the priest 
cuts the first number of the cur- 
rent year in the upper left angle 
of the cross, the second number 
in the upper right, the third in 
the lower left, and the fourth in 
the lower right, thus completing 
the date of the current year. 

The servers present the priest 
with grains of incense. After 
sprinkling them with holy water 
three times and incensing them 
three times, without saying any- 
thing, he places them in the five 
holes prepared for their reception 
in the paschal candle. A small 
taper, lighted from the new fire, 
is used to light the paschal candle. 

Continuing with the minutely 
prescribed ritual, the priest puts 
incense into the _ thurible, 
changes his violet vestments for 
white, and receives the paschal 
candle, which he carries in the 
procession that follows. Before 
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the procession starts hé’ elevates 
the candle and cries out, “Lumen 
Christ?’ (Light of Christ). All 
present genuflect toward the pas- 
chal candle.’ 


EXORCISING THE DEVIL 


For one conversant with the 
pagan customs and ceremonies of 
Rome, the blessing of the baptis- 
mal water, which follows the 
blessing of the candle, is highly 
interesting. While a litany is be- 
ing sung to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and the saints, a vessel of 
water, with all the necessary 
ceremonial adjuncts, is prepared 
in the sanctuary. The priest 
stands facing the people, having 
before him the water and the 
paschal candle. 

“Here the priest divides the 
water in the form of a cross to 
indicate that Jesus on the Cross 
merited the grace of Baptism for 
us.” Note that the rubric does 
not say that He merited salva- 
tion, or that He redeemed us, but 
merely that He gave us a chance 
to be baptized. 

In the prayer that accompanies 
the dividing of the water, the 
priest exorcises the devil and 
commands him to stay cut of the 
water. Then he divides the water 
and throws some of it to the four 
corners of the earth. He breathes 
upon it three times and plunges 
the paschal candle into it three 
times.” After the paschal candle 
is removed from the water, he 
sprinkles the people with it and 
gives them water to take home 
for the sprinkling of their houses 
and other places. 

Finally, the priest pours holy 
oil and chrism, blessed on the pre- 
vious Thursday by the bishop, 
into the water and mixes it all 
together. This water is saved for 
the purpose of baptizing anyone 
during the year. 


PIECEMEAL SALVATION 


These are merely the high spots 
in the new directive concerning 
the ceremonies during Holy Week 
as laid down by the Roman 
Church. However, those who 
know Christ and His Gospel can- 
not fail to be troubled and sad- 
dened by the continuation of a 
ritual that has been invented by 

(Continued on page 21) 





EYES OF THE WORLD 


Academic Freedom 


The principle of academic freedom, 
“unharnessed by sectarian preju- 
dices,” was voted into the campus 
code for student organizations by the 
University of the Philippines early 
last fall. In a unanimous gesture the 
Board of Regents nullified the domi- 
nating, preferred position of the 
Student Roman Catholic Action, 
which previously had controlled cam- 
pus affairs. The Board, assuming 
control, set up a code which regulates 
the conduct, policy, and aims of any 
student organization which desires 
to be recognized by the officials of 
the University. 

Since colleges and universities nur- 
ture the future political leaders of 
the country, this marks an important 
step toward freeing the Philippine 
people from the Roman yoke. 


Croesus in Rome 


The darling of the Roman Catholic 
TV set, Bishop Fulton J. Sheen, has 
issued some very telling figures. Over 
two-thirds of the money available to 
the Pope comes from the United 
States, the actual figure being 71 
percent. According to the bishop, in 
55 mission countries some 100,000 
missionaries—only 4,500 of them 
American—are operating 45,000 ele- 
mentary schools, 10,000 secondary 
and professional schools, 1,350 hos- 
pitals, 1,300 orphanages, and a 
variety of other institutions. 

All of these, no matter where they 
exist, belong to the Pope of Rome. 
In addition, in the United States, as 
in most other countries, such institu- 
tions are tax-exempt. 
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No Dating . . . No Mating? 


Students at St. Francis College, 
Loretto, Pennsylvania, were forbid- 
den to go “steady.” The authorities 
ruled that anyone involved in steady 
dating would be immediately expelled 
from the school. 

The college is a co-educational in- 
stitution staffed by the Franciscan 
Fathers of the Third Order Regular. 
For many years they have had in- 
creasing difficulty in obtaining voca- 
tions to their Order. Could it be that 
the Father Superior hopes that by 
his act of banning dating more boys 
and girls will embrace the life of 
“poverty, chastity, and obedience”? 


Out of the Depths 


The Rev. George Passelecq, a Bel- 
gian Benedictine monk, has recently 
finished a new, inexpensive transla- 
tion of the Bible into French. While 
a prisoner of war in Germany, in 
the ill-famed concentration camp of 
Dachau, the monk was appalled by 
the incredible ignorance of the Bible 
on the part of his Catholic fellow 
prisoners, so he vowed that if God 
should spare his life, he would make 
a new and inexpensive translation 
that could be purchased by every 
man. 

Liberated by the U. S. Army in 
1945, Father Passelecq set to work, 
and his first translation of the Gos- 
pels from the Greek met with imme- 
diate success. In addition to these 
low-priced editions, the mionk had 
been publishing commentaries to 
different and more obscure parts of 
the Scripture. 
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it Happened in Massachusetts! — 


In Newburyport, Massachusetts, 
both the City Council and the School 
Committee voted the suspension of 
classes and closing of the City Hal} 
as a token of respect to the Rey, 
Andrew J. Corbett, pastor of Im 
maculate Conception Church in the 
town. The suspension of scholastic 
and civic activities was timed with 
the celebration of funeral services of 
the deceased priest. 


Concern for the Migrants 


Located in Chicago and named 
“Bishops’ Committee for Catholi¢’ 
Migrants,” a new organization has | 
been set up under the executive 
chairmanship of Bishop Lucey of 
San Antonio, Texas. The purpose of 
the new agency is to “study the 
spiritual and social problems of 
Catholic migrants, formulate means | 
of meeting these problems, and co 
operate with the bishops throughout | 
the country.” 

The organization comes at a time | 
when Catholic writers and publica 
tions are expressing deep concer 
over the indifference of these mi- 
grant workers to their church. Even 
lay workers from various groups are 
being asked to cooperate in this new 
plan. 


Father Coughlin Sings a New Song 


Father Charles E. Coughlin, con- 
troversial radio priest of the ’thir- 
ties, told his parishioners on the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of his thir 
teen million dollar shrine in Royal 
Oak, Michigan: “If I had to do it 
over again I would not talk about 
economic and political change, but 
would speak in terms of ethical 
changes and Christ’s way of life” 

Father Coughlin was silenced by 
his superior, Cardinal Mooney, ia} 
1940. He had frequently engaged in 
controversy over labor and was 
quoted as saying that a good Cathe 
lic could no more be a member of the’ 
CIO than a Mohammedan—a state 
ment denied by his superior. 

At present, he is devoting his full 
time to the magnificent church ané 
plant built through gifts obtained by j 
his radio eloquence. In 1926 when he 
took over the parish he built a small 
church to house his fifty members. 
Protestants and Jews, as well a 
Catholics, who listened to him o 
the radio contributed heavily toward 
the building of the Shrine of the 
Little Flower. Today the church 
school, convent, and rectory are 
estimated to be worth over thirteen 
million dollars. & 
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Current Trend in Red Hats 


Italy’s largest-circulation maga- 
zine reported in a*recent issue that 
the Pope is considering one of two 
American prelates for the Red Hat. 
The pope has one cardinalship to 
confer on an American, and both 
John J. Mitty of San Francisco and 
Fulton J. Sheen are in the running. 
As of now, it looks as if the race 
were a tie, but “Uncle Fultie,” as 
Bishop Sheen facetiously refers to 
himself, may have the edge. After 
all, Sheen has a higher Trendex rat- 
ing than Archbishop Mitty. 





To Make Sweden Catholic 


For four hundred years, since the 
time of the Reformation, Sweden 
has beer a Protestant country and 
Roman Catholicism has been re- 
garded with a sense of mistrust 
born of five hundred years of prior 
experience. Only recently, following 
the new religious liberty law of 1952, 
has the government relaxed its vigi- 
lance and allowed the Roman Church 
equal rights with Protestants. 

The Roman Catholic Church has 
not been slow to take advantage of 
the opening. Failing to win the mid- 
die classes completely, and with only 
a small group of professionals and 
laborers “converted,” the alien church 
has used immigration as a tried and 
true method of swelling the Catholic 
population. This is the report sent 
back by Gosta Berglund, special cor- 
respondent for the Protestant maga- 
zine These Times. 

“At present,” he writes, “there are 
between 6000 and 7000 Swedish 
Catholics in the country, but the 
membership of the Swedish Catholic 
Church is about 20,000. This sounds 
strange but is easily explained. Be- 
tween 12,000 and 15,000 refugees or 
imported workers from Catholic coun- 
tries have come to Sweden during the 
past 10 years. This invasion of for- 
eign workers is still going on, and 
as a result the Catholic parishes are 
continually growing. In some large 
industrial centers this invasion is 
quite noticeable. .. . 

“In quite a few places there are 
so many foreign Catholics that it has 
been necessary to import priests and 
pastors from their respective lands 

. The Swedish diocese has 55 
priests in addition to the bishop and 
his auxiliary bishop. Only six of 
these priests are Swedes; the rest of 
them have come from 14 different 
nations. Half are secular priests, 
whereas the other half belong to 
Some order .. .” 

While the bishop, who is German, 
was pleased that “the Swedish people 
are becoming more tolerant and un- 
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derstanding toward Catholics than 
they formerly were,” at the same 
time he recommended to interviewer 
Berglund.a book, The Catholic Church 
in Sweden, which takes the attitude 
that the Catholics ought to have a 
monopoly in religious matters and 
refers to “the Faith of Our Fathers” 
which the Swedish people have sur- 
rendered. According to the book, 
“When Parliament in 1593 accepted 
the Augsburg Confession, it became 
a heretical church.” 

Obviously, the attitude of the Ro- 
man Church has never changed. 
Eager for religious liberty where she 
is in the minority, she has never 
ceased to consider herself the “one 
true church” and all other churches 
as schismatic and heretical. Her tune 
is still the same. “Make Sweden 
Catholic” is just another stanza. 


What's in a Name? 


Many Roman Catholics in the 
United States highly resent the use 
of the title “Roman” in speaking of 
them or their church. They contend 
that it is incorrect thus to refer to 
them. However, their argument is 
with the Pope and not with non- 
Catholics. In the public veneration of 
Innocent XI, recently included in the 
calendar of the saints by Pope Pius 
XII, the latter referred to his prede- 
cessor as “one of the outstanding 
Popes of the Roman Church.” 

This is not an isolated incident. 
The Pope never refers to his church 
in documents or public locutions 
without using the proper title, “the 
holy Roman Church.” When he was 
elected, the following announcement 
was made from the balcony of St. 
Peter’s basilica: “We announce to 
you a great joy: we have a pope, the 
Most Reverend, the Most Eminent, 
Lord Eugene, Cardinal of the Holy 
Roman Church, Pacelli, who has 
taken the name of Pius.” Nothing 
was mentioned about the Catholic, or 
Universal, Church, and this was 
proper. 

Any Roman Catholic resentment 
should be directed to the Pope him- 
self, who should most certainly know 
the name of his own church. 


Speliman and the Box Office 


Francis Cardinal Spellman of New 
York, on one of his rare appearances 
in his own pulpit in St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral, condemned the film “Baby 
Doll” in no uncertain terms. Since 
he uses the pulpit only on rare oc- 
casions—the last being his protest 
against the jailing of Cardinal Mind- 
szenty in 1949—the congregation was 
all ears when he ascended its steps 


last December 16. The occasion 
marked the first time he ever 
mounted the pulpit to condemn a film 
and exhort his hearers to stay away 
from it under pain of mortal sin. 

“Since these degrading pictures 
stimulate immorality and crime they 
must be condemned,” he declared. 

Possibly if the Cardinal used his 
pulpit to preach the Gospel it would 
not be necessary for him to prohibit 
his people from seeing questionable 
movies under the pain of sin. It is 
interesting to note that after his 
tirade the box office of the theater 
where the condemned picture was 
being shown reported the second 
largest gross in its history. 


Story in Statistics 


The narrowing gap between the 
number of Roman Catholics and Prot- 
estants in the United States should 
be a cause of concern to those who 
value freedom of religion. In the 
last study of the religious population 
of this country, assayed by the Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A., the figures re- 
vealed that fifty-three percent is Prot- 
estant, forty percent Roman Cath- 
olic, six percent Jewish, and one per- 
cent Eastern Orthodox. The estimate 
was based on figures provided by 114 
religious bodies with a total mem- 
bership of over seventy-four million. 

The study also pointed up the fact 
that thirty-six states are predomi- 
nantly Protestant, while twelve are 
predominantly Roman Catholic. The 
Roman Catholic majorities were 
found in the northeastern and south- 
western areas of the country and 
Louisiana. 


Rome's Mission to the South 


Archbishop Gerald P. O’Hara, 
Apostolic Delegate to Great Britain, 
in his sermon at the installation of 
the Most Rev. Francis E. Hyland as 
bishop of the newly created Roman 
Catholic diocese of Atlanta, Georgia, 
said that the non-Catholics of that 
State “are a good people. They love 
our Lord. So many of them each year 
become Catholics, and the percentage 
of conversions is increasing.” 

He noted that “This historic act 
by which Pope Pius XII created the 
Diocese of Atlanta indicates the con- 
stant progress that the Church has 
made throughout the entire South- 
east, especially during the past quar- 
ter of a century.” In the number of 
clergy, parishes, and schools, and in 
the Catholic population, the Roman 
Catholic Church in the Southeast has 
grown something like three hundred 
percent in the past twenty-five years. 
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REVOLT! 


by Gustavo Verdesi 


Some years ago a protestant was born into an Italian Catholic family. 
Possessed of an independent spirit, he disappointed his family by 
entering the Roman Catholic priesthood, where a brilliant future 
awaited him. But his inquiring mind encountered many difficulties 


and inconsistencies, which troubled his sensitive spirit. In anguish he 


searched his Bible and philosophical works, trying to find 


answers to his torturing doubts. "God, give me light!" 
he used to pray. But only through great darkness 


was that light to shine, as a true Protestant was born again. 


T HAPPENED IN THOSE DAYS that 

a friend of mine invited me to 
attend some meetings held by 
modernistic priests in the house 
of the late famous Prof. Ernesto 
Buonaiuti. Thirsty as I was for 
new ideas, I willingly accepted, 
but I must say that many of the 
theories expressed there, in spite 
of my spiritual evolution, proved 
to be a great shock to me. What 
a lack of program and direction, 
and what confusion of opinions 
and convictions! No wonder that 
at the first repressions and ob- 
stacles the modernistic move- 
ments in Italy vanished like a 
soap-bubble! 

Some of those priests were sim- 
ply eager to get their own way 
or to be free to marry. Some de- 
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nied the personality, even the 
existence, of God, and others the 
divinity of Christ and the spirit- 
ual authority of the Bible. One of 
them once used such a contemp- 
tuous expression about Jesus 
Christ that I dare not repeat it. 

That day I left the meeting ab- 
solutely scandalized. 

“Habit is a cable,” says Horace 
Mann; “we weave a thread of it 
every day, and at last we cannot 
break it.” 

“The force of education is so 
great,” says the politician and 
bishop Francis Atterbury, “that 
we may mold the mind and man- 
ners of the young into what shape 
we please, and give the impres- 
sions of such habits as shall ever 
afterward remain.” 
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I had been unable, until then) 
to break the habit of going wee 
ly, and sometimes even oftener, 
to confession, hoping to calm my 
timorous conscience and asking 
advice. Thus it was that I went 
to see my confessor, and trusting 
entirely the sacramental secret, ] 
knelt in his room and unburdened 
my soul to him, telling of my 
new experiences. 

A few weeks later I received a 
terrible surprise! 





CONFESSIONAL VIOLATED 





My confessor called me and 
told me that he had felt it his 
duty to relate to the Pope every. 
thing I had confessed about thoge 
modernistic meetings and that 
the Pope, by his supreme author. 
ity as the vicar of Christ, was 
commanding me to put in writing 
everything I had heard in thoge 
meetings, including the names of 
the priests who had attended 
them. 

It would take too long to de 
scribe the dreadful indecision of 
my soul, the days and nights 
spent with such anguish as I had 
never before suffered in my life, 
What a frightful dilemma! What 
a wretched choice—either to re 
spect the secret of those of my 
friends who had trusted me and, 
thus doing, to disobey God by 
disobeying His vicar, or to obey 
the Pope and, by so doing, betray 
my friends! 

I know it is difficult for those 
who have grown up as Protes- 
tants to understand even the pos- 
sibility of such a dilemma, just 
as it is hard for them to under- 
stand that a good and loyal Ro 
man Catholic, placed in a high 
governmental position, will be 
forced, as a matter of conscience, 
to obey the Pope rather than the 
President of the United States, 
and that even the President, if he 
were a faithful observant Catho- 
lic, will be compelled to obey the 
Pope rather than the American 
Constitution he is sworn to ob- 
serve and uphold. 

My rebellious character failed 
to support me. My inborn protes- 
tantism, I would say, yielded to 
the hypnotism of papal authority. 
After trying in vain to find 
some plausible escape, I cravenly 
obeyed—not for any human in- 
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terest, I can sincerely affirm, but 
simply because I still believed 
that by obeying God’s vicar on 
earth, I was obeying God Him- 
self. 


LIGHT AT THE CROSSROADS 


The awakening from that 
frightful dream and from the ob- 
session I had suffered was for me 
like the awakening of a man who, 
urged by a strange hypnosis or a 
mysterious inner force to commit 
a crime, suddenly realizes what 
he has done. The tyranny of a 
church arrogating to itself the 
rights of individual] conscience, 
the diabolical genius of a system 
by which authority is given to 
the chief of a religious organi- 
zation not only to enslave the 
individual but to threaten the 
security and freedom of nations, 
clearly appeared to me in all 
their frightful reality. 

I thank Thee, O my God, for 
the precious sufferings of that 
awakening, because then I could 
definitely see the light, Thy light, 
and by it I was set free, at last 
absolutely free. 

I did not wait to inform my 
friends of what I had been forced 
to do against them, but from that 
moment on I was determined to 
leave the priesthood. 











THE BREAK 














Alas! To do that was not so 
easy as one can imagine! My 
brothers, who previously had so 
much opposed my vocation, now 
were shocked by my decision to 
give up, just for motives of con- 
science, my honorific and re- 
munerative position and my 
promising future. Besides, it was 
very difficult to cause such grief 
to my mother and to scandalize 
and afflict so many people who 
had great esteem and love for 
me, 

I succeeded in contacting the 
Rev. Vincent Nitti, one of the 
pastors of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church in Rome. He invited 
me to attend the prayer meetings 
which were held every Wednes- 
day evening in his church. I went 
there many times and, hidden 
behind a large curtain in order to 
conceal my priestly attire, lis- 
tened to the beautiful and inter- 
esting explanations of the Bible 
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given by the late Rev. Alfredo 
Taglialatela. How often, unseen 
by anyone as I listened to the 
grand and stirring messages of 
the Bible and the singing of 
beautiful hymns, I shed tears of 
joy and felt transformed by the 
Holy Spirit! 

Finally, in April, 1911, I an- 
nounced my decision to leave the 
Roman Catholic Church. I sold 
all my furniture and from the 
picturesque little house on the 
top of Gianicolo, one of the hills 
of Rome, a house in which I had 
dwelt for two years as chaplain 
of the Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart, I moved to the Methodist 
Theological School in Rome, to 
share the same room with three 
other students. 

When the news of my leaving 
the Roman Church became 
known, one of my _ superiors 
rushed to visit me and, thinking 
that mine was an impulsive de- 
cision, offered me a large sum of 
money to take a long journey 
abroad and so to have time to 
think it over. I explained to him 
how long I had suffered before 
taking such a step and courteous- 
ly declined his offer. 

After such an extended period 
of continuous restlessness, how 
much I longed for peace . . . but 
God had different plans. 


ANTICLERICAL TIDE 


One morning the editor of the 
newspaper L’Azione came to the 
Methodist Theological School to 
interview me. After we had ex- 
changed a few words, he, already 
informed of the facts by Prof. 
Buonaiuti, asked me abruptly if 
it was true that my confessor had 
violated the secret of my confes- 
sion. How could I deny it? I 
plainly answered “yes,” far from 
thinking that my assent would be 
the spark of an anticlerical cam- 
paign which for many weeks oe- 
cupied the front pages of the 
most important newspapers in 
Italy and was the subject of 
many editorials. 

It seemed that all hell broke 
loose! Italy is a strange country 
where periods of passive acquies- 
cence to the politics and author- 
ity of the Vatican suddenly give 
place to the most violent tides of 
anticlericalism. 


The Jesuits were continually 
boasting that they would sue for 
libel the several newspapers by 
which they were attacked, but I 
am sure that they would never 
have had the courage to do it. I 
myself had to be the one who 
stupidly gave them the weapon 
with which to pass from the de- 
fense to the offense. 


Hoping to put a stop to such 
a scandal in which the name of 
my family was constantly in- 
volved, I wrote an open letter to 
the press, expressing my regret 
for the publicity about my leav- 
ing the Roman Catholic Church. 
I wrote that, by so doing, my 
intention had not been to create 
a scandal but to obey the dictates 
of my conscience and to find that 
peace within me which only Jesus 
can give to those who follow 
Him. In that letter, however, I 
incautiously confirmed what the 
papers had already made known 
about the violation of the secret 
of my confession. 


LINES OF BATTLE 


When my letter appeared with 
my signature, the Jesuits took 
immediate advantage of it. Hop- 
ing to frighten me and thus 
snatch from me a recantation of 
what I had said, they urged the 
Pope, then Pius X, to give them 
permission to sue me for libel 
at the Court of Justice in Rome. 


The Pope had never before 
granted such permission because, 
before the Concordat with Mus- 
solini, the Vatican had never 
recognized either the Italian Gov- 
ernment or the Italian Justice. It 
is easy, therefore, to imagine the 
excitement for such a trial. Elev- 
en of the greatest lawyers in 
Italy, among whom were several 
congressmen and the rector of 
the University of Naples, the late 
Prof. Scaduto, the greatest au- 
thority on Canon Law, rushed 
freely to my defense. 


The fight widened. It became 
a fight between Masonry and the 
Vatican, between Protestantism 
and the Papacy. My lawyers were 
very optimistic and sure of their 
victory, but I, who had a better 
knowledge of all the intrigues of 
the Roman Church, could not 
think so. 
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At the trial, nevertheless, I 
spoke at length without any fear 
and with all sincerity. I had been 
granted the courage to call two 
cardinals, three Roman princes, 
outstanding persons of the Ro- 
man Catholic hierarchy, priests, 
nuns, and so on, to testify about 
my honesty and my sincerity. 

However, when my Jesuit con- 
fessor was called to give his testi- 
mony, he conceded the fact that 
he had related to the Pope every- 
thing I had told him about those 
modernistic meetings; but with 
one of those mental reservations 
of which the Jesuits are masters, 
he affirmed that mine had not 
been a confession but a plain con- 
versation between us. He knew 
that it was impossible for me to 
prove that I had confessed to 
him, because a sacramental con- 
fession, particularly between two 
priests, has no witnesses. 


THE PLOT THICKENS 


Only the length of a book could 
allow me to give the complete 
story of my trial, of all its in- 
trigues, subterfuges and stage- 
effects. Two facts will suffice to 
give my readers an idea of all 
the efforts of the Jesuits and the 
Vatican either to extort from me 
a recantation or repudiation of 
my statements or to obtain my 
condemnation. They bribed one 
of the eleven lawyers, who, as I 
have already said, had gratui- 
tously offered me their services. 
This lawyer, under pretense of 
advising me for my good and my 
safety, five times, unsuccessfully, 
tried to get my signature on a 
very ambiguous note conceding 
and expressing my regret for 
having erroneously used the word 
“confession” instead of the word 
“conversation.” 

According to the “Guarantee 
Act,” a law conferring royal im- 
munity to the Pope, he could not 
be called to testify in a Court of 
Justice. But in spite of this law, 
the Pope, in order to tie up the 
conscience of the witnesses and 
of the judges, wrote a letter 
praising the saintly behavior of 
the Jesuit in question and ex- 
pressing his judgment on the 
facts. 

My lawyers did everything in 
their power to oppose the reading 
of such a letter, foreseeing its 
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consequences, but in vain. The 
letter was read. To acquit me 
after such a reading would have 
meant to condemn the Pope. 

If only Prof. Ernesto Buonai- 
uti, who had opened his home to 
the modernistic meetings, had 
shown in his testimony the cour- 
age of the great Reformers, of a 
Luther at the Diet of Worms, 
abiding by the promises made to 
my lawyers when he visited them 
daily to impart instructions 
about my defense, the trial might 
have taken a different turn. Un- 
fortunately, culture and _ intelli- 
gence do not always go together 
with that strength of character 
which is formed by having been 
brought up in the school of the 
daring Prophet of Nazareth. 

Prof. Buonaiuti deserted me 
and not only denied my friend- 
ship but, hoping to save himself 
from an excommunication which 
he inevitably incurred years 
later, boasted of a faithfulness 
to the Roman Catholic Church 
which he had never actually 
achieved. 

Trapped by the mental reser- 
vations of a Jesuit, betrayed by 
one of my principal witnesses, 
sold by the cowardliness of 
magistrates intimidated by the 
Pope’s interference in my trial, 
I found myself facing sentence. 

“Mr. Gustavo Verdesi, do you 
confirm your statement against 
the plaintiff Rev. ?” I was 
asked finally by the judge. 

“I do,” I answered firmly. I 
was then condemned to the mini- 
mum of the penalty: nine months 
in prison. 


A STRANGE FACT 


Just a few weeks after I had 
been sentenced, while at liberty 
because of my appeal to the Su- 
perior Court, I was attending the 
commencement of Crandon Insti- 
tute, a Methodist College for girls 
in Rome, when to my surprise I 
noticed in the audience the presi- 
dent of the tribunal by which I 
had been judged and condemned. 
I asked the Rev. Nitti, who was 
also there, to approach and inter- 
view him about my trial. 

“We know that Verdesi is in- 
nocent,” the man explained, “but 
we couldn’t do otherwise than 
condemn him.” 


I must say, however, that 
Italian Government tried to favog 
me as much as possible. Not only 
was I never arrested, but I 
left free to leave for onthe of dig 


where, after a few months of di 
financial difficulties, I was grant 
ed a scholarship by a theological 
Protestant university and asked 
to be the assistant pastor in an 
Italian church. Thus for a few 
years I had the opportunity tg 
study and to preach the Gos 
of salvation. 


SAVED TO SERVE 


When the First Great War wag 
declared, I was called back t 
Italy, as I have already said, for 
military service, and was pro 
moted to lieutenant. When I wag 
honorably discharged, the Metho 
dist Church, by which I had been 
ordained during the war, asked 
me to take care of the church of 
Genoa. After three years I wag 
transferred to the church of 
Rome, then to Naples, then, in 
the year 1927, to New York 
where I became the pastor of the 
Church of the Gospel in the 
Bronx. 


When I was four years old, | 
became very sick with diphtherie 
croup. The serum to combat such 
a fatal sickness had not yet been 
discovered. The only way to save 
me was by a surgical operation, 
one of the most difficult at that 
time, with a two percent chance 
of survival. 


In his desperation my father 
entered a church and promised 
the Virgin Mary on my behalf a 
silver votive heart. The operation 
was performed and I recovered 
perfectly. Then my father took 
me to the church of Saint Aw 
gustine, and I offered the prom 
ised silver heart to the supposed 
miraculous Madonna. 


I am sure now that God had 
His eye on me and preserved mé 
from death, and I am happy # 
affirm that He has never abat- 
doned me. I was a sinner, but 
God was ready to forgive and lift 
me. I had material difficulties, but 
God helped me to overcome them. 
I had unmerciful enemies, but 
God delivered me from them and 
gave me the grace to love them 
and to pray every day for them 
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| was never rich and could never 
save much, but God always pro- 
vided for me and my family. 
Certainly, sometimes, disorient- 
ed by my doubts, confused by my 
sins, wandering as through a 
murky wood, I felt, as did Dante 
in the first canto of his Inferno, 
that I had lost the right path, but 
Jesus’ light always came to my 
rescue. Through Him I could 



































































































































t0H have the victorious experience 
spel ® claimed by Paul: “I am crucified 
with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by the faith of the 
W85 son of God, who loved me, and 
‘a gave Himself for me.” (Gal. 2:20) 
me I like to end this story of my 
was conversion with the words of 
tho. @ Henry Barbusse, in his preface 
een  t° his life of Jesus: “I too have 
ked See” Jesus. He revealed Himself 
h of @ to me in all the beauty of pre- 
was cision. I love Him; I hold Him to 
of a ™Y heart; and I will champion 
it Him against others if need he.” 
ork, 
' the 
th | Changes 
(Continued from page 15) 
ld, 18 it is difficult, if not impossible, 
erie B for Roman Catholics to under- 
such stand, without the grace of God, 
beet # that the Gospel of Christ is all 
Save @ sufficient . . . “for therein is the 
tion, righteousness of God revealed 
that from faith to faith: as it is writ- 
an ten, the just shall live by faith.” 
(Rom. 1:17) Not by externals 
ither # and blessed objects, but by faith. 
nised These blessed oils and candles, 
alf 2% the adoration of crosses, and all 
ation # the paraphernalia used in the 
ered @ Holy Week observances stress the 
took pagan concept that salvation 
Au-@ must be purchased piecemeal, 
rom @ must be earned by each individ- 
oosed # ual. By way of contrast, Paul, in 
his epistle to the Romans, tried 
| had @ to point out how the teaching of 
d me ™ the Gospel differed from that of 
ny tom the Old Law, to which the Jews 
aban- @ had been accustomed and which 
put @ ‘hey had misinterpreted as a law 
d lift & Strictly of works. 
s, but He did the same when he wrote 
them. § to the Philippians: “And be 
, but § found in Him, not having mine 
n and § Own righteousness, which is of 
them § the law, but that which is through 





the faith of Christ, the righteous- 








ness which is of God by faith.” 
(Phil. 3:9) 

The official decree of the Sacred 
Congregation of Rites states that 
the new changes in the Holy 
Week ritual were made for the 
purpose of helping the laity! “All 
this was done for the sole pur- 
pose of allowing the faithful to 
come to church on these sacred 
days more easily and more will- 
ingly, and to enable them to take 
intelligent part in the sacra- 
mental liturgy. Through a vital 
and conscious participation they 
will attain to a more vital and 
conscious living of the Christian 
life.’”” 

We cannot see how blessing 
oils, or bending down to kiss a 
piece of wood that has just been 
adored, or taking part in a serv- 
ice where a fire is started to light 
a candle, can assist one spiritual- 
ly when the message of Christ is 
all but obscured. Such customs 
are observed by pagan worship- 
ers, as missionaries from Africa 
and the Orient can testify. But 
the pagans of those countries still 
remain in darkness and know not 
the light of the Gospel. 


Only the Gospel reveals the 
true way of salvation, which is 
obtained through faith in Jesus 
Christ and His atoning blood, 
and which sees in Him not only 
a dead Christ hanging from the 
cross, but a resurrected Saviour 
ministering at the right hand of 
God. It was He who said: 

“T am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in Me, 


though he were dead, yet shall he 
live.” (John 11:25) 


*Sacred Congregation of Rites, 
“Maxima Redemptionis Nostrae Mys- 
teria,” November, 1955. 

* Constitution of Benedict XIV, “Etsi 
pastoralis,” May 26, 1742. 

*Roman Pontifical, a book used by 
the bishops and prelates. 

*See Out of This World, by Lowell 
Thomas, Jr. 

°“Ordo Hebdomadae Sanctae.” 1955. 

*“My Lenten Missal, explained by 
Father Stedman (Confraternity of the 
Precious Blood, Brooklyn). 

* Loe. cit. 

* Loe. cit. 

* Loe. cit. 

” “Ordo Hebdomadae Sanctae.” 

““Maxima Redemptionis Nostrae 
Mysteria.” 
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BEHIND 


MIND tn IRONS 


ECENT OUTBREAKS of persecu- 
tion of non-Catholics in Spain 
and Colombia have been more than 
casual reminders of the days of 
the Inquisition, when imprison- 
ment, torture, and death were in 
league with tyranny and arbitrary 
justice, and the lives of Protes- 
tants and Jews and dissenters of 
any stripe were expendable. 

The deftness with which Ameri- 
can Catholics deny the culpability 
of their church as the instigator 
and perpetrator of the nefarious 
Inquisition is in direct proportion 
to the success of Roman Catholic 
writers who have been instructed 
to mask the ugly truth and point 
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the finger elsewhere. The follow- 
ing dodge by two Catholic authors 
is typical: 

“Instead of the Church having 
operated the Spanish Inquisition, 
the Popes frequently deplored and 
reprimanded the State for the 
abuses of which it was guilty.” 
(Fink and Pattee, Facts vs. Fic- 
tion About Spain, p. 20) 

But the fact remains, neverthe- 
less, that the popes did institute 
and sanction the Inquisition and 
the Roman Church gloried in it as 
a means of purifying Catholic 
Spain of the hated heretics. 

With greater veracity than the 
two writers just quoted, the 
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for progress. Take, for example, Spain, 


“most thoroughly religious nation in Europe." 
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Rev. John Laux, Roman Cathaj 
church historian, concedes the 
sponsibility of his church in pe 
petrating the rigors of the Ing 

sition. He writes: ; 


“Until the year 1231 the dy 
of detecting and repressing here 
had devolved upon the bisho 
In 1231 Pope Gregory IX 
pointed a number of Papal Inqui 
tors (Inquisitores haereticae p 
vitatis), mostly Dominicans aj 
Franciscans, for the various coy 
tries of Europe. The Inquisitig 
was thus regularly establishe 
but in the course of time more; 
less important changes were ms 
in its mode of procedure. Poy 
Gregory IX was opposed to t 
ture, but Innocent IV approved it 
use for the discovery of heregy 
and Urban IV confirmed this 4 
age, which like the death penal 
for heresy, had its origin in f 
Roman Law... 


“We shall not attempt to defey 
the Inquisition. We cannot a 
prove of the extreme measure 
adopted, not only on account @ 
their cruelty, but because they uw. 
doubtedly led to hypocrisy and th 
simulation of orthodoxy. Som 
writers blame the fundamental 
unchristian Roman Law, whit 
was revived in the eleventh cep, 
tury, for the Inquisition with al 
its by-products ... [but] it & 
plains only one phase of the Inqu- 
sition.” (Rev. John Laux, Chureé 
History: A Complete History 
the Catholic Church to the Present 
Day, 1936; pp. 356, 358) 


To give our readers an idea of 
the extent of the Inquisition— 
which bears so striking a paral 
to contemporary Communism & 
almost to be its prototype—we re 
produce a portion of George Tick 
nor’s writing on Spain, in whid 
he deals in brief with this subject 


The tragedy is that this disre 
gard of human rights and basit 
freedoms is not confined to th 
period of the Inquisition or eva 
to present-day Communism, bit 
is seeking to spread itself right 
here in our own hemisphere. Go 
lombia is but the starting point. 


PANIARDS HAD contended 
against misbelief with so im 
placable a hatred, for centurié, 
that the spirit of that old contest 
had become one of the elements of 
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their national existence ; and now, 
having expelled the Jews and fre- 
duced the Moors to submission, 
they turned themselves, with the 
same fervent zeal, to purify their 
soil from what they trusted would 
prove the last trace of heretical 
pollution. 

To achieve this great object, 
Pope Paul the Fourth, in 1558— 
the same year in which Philip the 
Second had decreed the most odi- 
ous and awful penalties of the 
civil government in aid of the In- 
quisition—granted a brief, by 
which all the preceding disposi- 
tions of the Church against here- 
tics were confirmed, and the tri- 
punals of the Inquisition were 
authorized and required to proceed 
against all persons supposed to be 
infected with the new belief, even 
though such persons might be 
bishops, archbishops, or cardinals, 
dukes, princes, kings, or emper- 
ors;—a power which, taken in all 
its relations, was more formidable 
to the progress of intellectual im- 
provement than had ever before 
been granted to any body of men, 
civil or ecclesiastical. 


The portentous authority thus 


given was at once freely exercised. 
The first public auto da fé of 
Protestants was held at Vallado- 
lid in 1559, and others followed, 
both there and elsewhere. The 
royal family was occasionally 
present; several persons of rank 
suffered; and a general popular 
favor evidently followed the 
horrors that were perpetrated. 


The number of victims was not 
large when compared with earlier 
periods, seldom exceeding twenty 
burned at one time, and fifty or 
sixty subjected to cruel and de- 
grading punishments; but many 
of those who suffered were, as the 
nature of the crimes alleged 
against them implied, among the 
leading and active minds of their 
age. Men of learning were particu- 
larly obnoxious to suspicion, since 
the cause of Protestantism ap- 
pealed directly to learning for its 
support. 


Sanchez, the best classical schol- 
ar of his time in Spain, Luis de 
Leon, the best Hebrew critic and 
the most eloquent preacher, and 
Mariana, the chief Spanish histor- 
ian, with other men of letters of 
inferior name and consideration, 
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were summoned before the tri- 
bunals of the Inquisition, in order 
that they might at least avow 
their submission to its authority, 
even if they were not subjected 
to its censures. 


OR WERE PERSONS of the holiest 

lives and the most ascetic 
tempers beyond the reach of its 
mistrust, if they but showed a 
tendency to inquiry. Thus, Juan 
de Avila, known under the title of 
the Apostle of Andalucia, and Luis 
de Granada, the devout mystic, 
with Teresa de Jesus and Juan de 
la Cruz, both of whom were after- 
wards canonized by the Church of 
Rome, all passed through its cells, 
or in some shape underwent its 
discipline. 

So did some of the ecclesiastics 
most distinguished by their rank 
and authority. Carranza, Arch- 
bishop of Toledo and Primate of 
Spain, after being tormented 
eighteen years by its persecutions, 
died, at last, in craven submission 
to its power ; and Cazalla, who had 
been a favorite chaplain of the 
Emperor Charles the Fifth, was 
strangled at the stake as an in- 
dulgence for an unmanly recanta- 
tion, and then burnt. 


Even the faith of the principal 
personages of the kingdom was in- 
quired into, and at different times 
proceedings sufficient at least to 
assert its authority were insti- 
tuted in relation to Don Juan of 
Austria and the formidable Duke 
of Alva; proceedings, however, 
which must be regarded rather as 
matters of show than of substance, 
since the whole institution was 
connected with the government 
from the first and became more 
and more subservient to the policy 
of the successive masters of the 
state, as its tendencies were de- 
veloped in successive reigns. 


The great purpose, therefore, 
of the government and the Inquisi- 
tion may be considered as having 
been fulfilled in the latter part of 
the reign of Philip the Second— 
further, at least, than such a pur- 
pose was ever fulfilled in any other 
Christian country, and further 
than it is ever likely to be again 
fulfilled elsewhere. The Spanish 
nation was then become, in the 
sense they themselves gave to the 
term, the most thoroughly reli- 
gious nation in Europe; a fact sig- 
nally illustrated in their own eyes 
a few years afterwards, when it 
was deemed desirable to expel the 
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remains of the Moorish race from 
the Peninsula, and six hundred 
thousand peaceable and industri- 
ous subjects were, from religious 
bigotry, cruelly driven out of their 
native country, amidst the devout 
exultation of the whole kingdom 
—Cervantes, Lope de Vega, and 
others of the principal men of 
genius then alive, joining in the 
general jubilee. 


ROM THIS TIME, the voice of 

religious dissent can hardly be 
said to have been heard in the 
land; and the Inquisition, there- 
fore, down to its overthrow in 
1808, became more and more a 
political engine, much occupied 


about cases connected with the 
policy of the state, though under 
the pretence that they were cases 
of heresy or unbelief. The great 
body of the Spanish people re- 
joiced alike in their loyalty and 
their orthodoxy ; and the few who 
differed in faith from the mass of 
their fellow-subjects were either 
held in silence by their fears, or 
else sunk away from the surface 
of society the moment their disaf- 
fection was suspected ... 

The books that were published 
during the whole period on which 
we are now entering, and indeed 
for a century later, bore every- 
where marks of the subjection to 
which the press and those who 
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LTHOUGH IN some towns of 
Spain churches enjoying a 
permit for worship by the Govern- 
ment are crowded with hundreds 
of attendants, small groups of 
Evangelical Christians are still 
persecuted in other parts of Spain 
as were their forebears in the Mid- 
dle Ages. 

In the province of Valladolid, 
famous for the autos-da-fe in 
which Protestants were burned at 
the stake by the Inquisition, a 
group of Christians is flourishing 
in the midst of the most awful 
persecution. Protestants there 
cannot meet in their closed chapel, 
nor even in private homes. Span- 
ish police are after them day after 
day to the point of making life 
unbearable. 

In July of 1954, a Christian lady 
was taken into prison for fifteen 
days because the police caught her 
unexpectedly teaching the Bible 
to ten children in her own home. 
As a matter of fact, all homes of 
evangelical Christians are con- 
stantly watched by the police, to 
prevent them from making prose- 
lytes among neighbors and 
friends. The mere fact of finding 
more than three outsiders in a 
home is considered a crime and 
punished under the law of “clan- 
destine meetings.” A Christian 
man once wrote: “Neither my wife 
nor I can go out into the street 
without having a policeman fol- 
low us.” 

On the thirteenth of November, 
1955, the inspector of Spanish po- 
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lice and another agent invaded the 
house of a Christian man and 
found five persons: the couple liv- 
ing there and three lady friends. 
The police searched the house even 
to the point of looking under the 
beds for some other hidden out- 
sider. When the owner of the house 
reminded the invaders of the fact 
that there is no law in Spain for- 
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wrote for it were alike reduced 
From the abject title-pages anj 
dedications of the authors ther 

selves, through the crowd of cer 
tificates collected from thei 
friends to establish the orthodoxy 
of works that were often as litt 
connected with religion as fairy 
tales, down to the colophon, sup 
plicating pardon for any uncon. 
scious neglect of the authority of 
the Church or any too free use of 
classical mythology, we are con. 
tinually oppressed with painfy 
proofs, not only how completely 
the human mind was enslaved ip 
Spain, but how grievously it had 
become cramped and crippled by 
the chains it had so long worn. 














bidding people from receiving 
friends into their homes, the fa. 
natical inspector replied : 

“I am sorry not to find another 
person in the house to bring te 
gether with you to the police sta. 
tion.” 

Such is the situation of small 
groups of Christians under the 
grip of Rome in “most Catholic 
Spain.” 

Two young men under the col- 
ors, members of the Assembly of 
Brethren in Vigo, Spain, were sen- 
tenced in the summer of 1955 to 
two years of prison by a martial 
court of the Spanish Navy, all be. 
cause they refused to kneel at 
mass, alleging reasons of con- 
science. The condemned sailors ap- 
pealed to the higher Court of Jus- 
tice in Madrid, which unfortu 
nately confirmed the sentence. 

When they finish their two years 
of prison, they will be obliged te 
fulfill two more years of military 
service. If they stand fast in their 
decision not to worship at the Re 
man Catholic mass, their most 
probable fate will be two or four 
years more of prison for repetition 
of the same fault. Humanly speak 
ing, their only chance is to surren- 
der or spend the rest of their lives 
in prison. 

Since Spain has become a mem- 
ber of the United Nations, the 
regulations of the Charter con 
cerning human rights should be 
enforced with regard to the perse- 
cution of Protestants in that um 
happy country. 
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Pera? 


question ? mark 


by Angelo Lo Vallo 


Question: While trying to re- 
eruit Roman Catholics to join the 
Y.M.C.A. and its affiliate, I dis- 
covered that the task was a diffi- 
cult one. Does the Roman Catho- 
lic Church take a stand against 
the Y.M.C.A.? 


Answer: In a pamphlet entitled 
“May Catholics Join The 
Y¥.M.C.A.?” Rev. L. G. Miller, 
C.SS.R. (that is, a Redemptorist 
priest) declares: 
“First of all, so that we may 
not be accused of giving our own 
pet opinions in this matter, we 
should mention that the Catholic 
Church has expressed her mind 
in a decree of the Holy Office 
dated November 5, 1920. This 
decree, mentioning the Y.M.C.A. 
by name, warned the faithful 
against it, and exhorted bishops 
throughout the world to use 
every means to keep Catholics 
from joining it on the grounds 
that its fundamental principles 
lead to rationalism and indiffer- 
entism. 
“There are two facts which lie 
behind this condemnation, name- 
ly, 
“1. The Y.M.C.A. is essentially 
a religious organization; 

“2. A Catholic who subscribes 
to or supports the tenets of 
some other faith is in effect 
denying the truth of his 
own faith.” 


Elsewhere in the same pamph- 
let, Rev. Miller continues: “Let 
us attempt now to give answers 
to a few practical questions 
which might arise out of our dis- 
cussion. 

“Is it wrong for a Catholic to 
take out a membership in the 
Y.M.C.A.? 

“The Association itself former- 
ly made a distinction between 


APRIL, 1957 


active and passive membership. 
Active membership was reserved 
to the members of the Protestant 
Evangelical Churches. 

“During the recent years, this 
test of membership has been re- 
moved, and it is asserted that a 
Catholic may now vote and hold 
office in the organization despite 
his Catholic faith. However, our 
investigations have convinced us 
that what has happened is not 
the complete removal of the re- 
ligious test, but the substitution 
of a new kind of religion in place 
of the old. Religion henceforth, 
as inculcated by the Y.M.C.A., is 
to be on a ‘superdenominational 
level.’ But to attempt a religious 
approach to life which lumps all 
religions together as equally ac- 
ceptable, is by that very fact to 
put onself in opposition to Catho- 
lic belief. 

“Our answer to this question 
would be that Catholics should 
not have any kind of membership 
in the Y.M.C.A., should not serve 
on its board of directors, and 
should not have any part in the 
management of its affairs. 

“May a Catholic contribute to 
a Y.M.C.A. project, for example, 
a community youth center? 

“In the light of everything 
said above, our answer would be 
in the negative. We say this with 
full realization of the problem 
set for the Catholic businessman, 
to whom appeal is made to sup- 
port such a project on the basis 
of civic virtue. We think the 
Y.M.C.A. is not being fair if it 
plays down the religious aspect 
of its work in such an appeal, 
when in fact religion is primary 
and fundamental in its approach 
to youth. 

“May a Catholic boy attend a 
Y.M.C.A. youth camp? 


* “No. Usually this will entail 
membership of some kind, but 
even if it does not, inculcation of 
the Y.M.C.A. ‘religion of the 
heart’ . . . will be a source of 
danger to the child’s faith.” 

A similar answer to the whole 
question appeared in the Roman 
Catholic Sign magazine. In an- 
swer to a _ reader’s question; 
“May a Catholic girl join the 
Y.W.C.A., solely for the purpose 
of their educational courses and 
enjoying their recreational fa- 
cilities?” Rev. Aloysius Mc- 
Donough, C.P., says: “No. The 
membership of Catholics in some 
organizations is forbidden be- 
cause such societies are hostile 
to the Church. The Masons are 
an outstanding example. Other 
societies are forbidden to Catho- 
lics because of their hostility to 
lawful civil authority, as well— 
such as the Communists. Mem- 
bership in certain other societies 
is considered incompatible for 
Catholics because they tend to 
foster a spirit.of neutrality or 
indifference toward religion. 

Nothing could be more un- 
sound, logically or morally, than 
the notion that one religion is as 
good as another. 

“Our membership in certain 
secret societies or other organi- 
zations is forbidden by the 
Church, more or less severely, in 
ratio to the harm that is certain 
or likely to be incurred by the 
Catholic. In a special message, 
the Holy Office exhorted bishops 
and pastors to alert their 
charges against membership in 
the Y.M.C.A. The same prohibi- 
tion applies to its feminine coun- 
terpart, the YW—also to the 
junior affiliates, known as the 
Hi-Y Clubs.” (The Sign, January, 
1956) 
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Question: While perusing Ro- 
man Catholic propaganda materi- 
al sent to me, I noticed that one 
author calls the Roman Church 
“the Mother and Mistress of all 
Churches.” Is his claim valid? 


Answer: No, it is not. The titie 
“the Mother and Mistress of 
all Churches” was first given to 
the Church of Jerusalem by the 
Bishops assembled at the Council 
of Constantinople in 382. St. Ire- 
naeus, one of the early Church 
Fathers, characterized the Church 
of Jerusalem as “that Church 
from which every Church had its 
origin. It is the metropolis, the 
mother city of the citizens of the 
new Covenant.” (Contra Hereses, 
III, XII, V) Today, the Roman 
Church arrogantly appropriates 
this title for herself alone. But 
this unjust usurpation does not 
blind us to the fact that no Coun- 
cil or Church gave her this title 
or the right to restrict its use to 
herself alone. For the record, cer- 
tain historical facts can never be 
altered, namely, the Roman 
Church is not the church, she is 
not the universal church, but she 
is an apostate daughter church of 
Jerusalem. 


Question: What is meant by an 
Apostolic Bull? an Apostolic 
Brief? 


Answer: An Apostolic Bull is 
the most solemn form of papal 
document, dealing with major 
topics such as excommunication, 
canonization of saints, and defi- 
nition of dogma. It is so desig- 
nated from bulla, or round leaden 
seal, having on one side a repre- 
sentation of SS. Peter and Paul, 
and on the other the name of the 
reigning Pope, without ordinal 
number; the seal is attached to 
the document by either a silken 
cord, if it is a “Bull of Grace,” 
or one of hemp, if it is a “Bull of 
Justice,” and gives the stamp of 
authenticity to it. 

An Apostolic Brief is a less 
formal instrument, treating mi- 
nor items such as the settling of 
diocesan disputes, the solving of 
contests between religious orders, 
the suppression of religious so- 
cieties (e.g., the Society of Jesus 
by Clement XIV), and the erec- 
tion of dioceses and archdioceses. 


It is a letter published by ¢ 
Pope at Rome, made of fix 
parchment in modern character 
subscribed by the Pontiff’s Secr 
tary of Briefs, and impresse 
with the Pope’s signet-ring, th 
seal of the Fisherman. 


Question: Jf a Protestant b 
comes a Roman Catholic, mug 
he take any oath? If so, what % 
it called, and what is the preci 
wording ? 

Answer: A Protestant conve 
is obligated to make an oath @ 
abjuration of heresy or a pre 
fession of faith. This is require 
by the Roman Catholic Chure 
as a preliminary to baptism. 

The oath reads as follows: “] 
N.N., having before me the holy 
Gospels, which I touch with my 
hand, and knowing that no om 
can be saved without that faith 
which the Holy, Catholic, Apog 
tolic Roman Church holds, be 
lieves, and teaches, against which 
I grieve that I have greatly 
erred, inasmuch as I have heli 
and believed doctrines opposed 
to her teaching— 

“IT now, with sorrow and 
contrition for my past errors, 
profess that I believe the Holy, 
Catholic, Apostolic Roman 
Church established on earth by 
Jesus Christ, to which I submit 
myself with my whole soul. | 
believe all the articles of Faith 
that she proposes to my belief, 
and I reject and condemn all that 
she rejects and condemns, and! 
am ready to observe all that she 
commands me. And I make the 
following profession of Faith: 

“I believe in one only God i 
three divine Persons, distinet 
from, and equal to, each other— 
that is to say, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

“I believe in the Catholic doe 
trine of the Incarnation, Passion, 
Death, and Resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; and the per- 
sonal union of the two Natures, 
the divine and the human; the 
divine Maternity of the most 
holy Mary, together with her 
most spotless Virginity. 

“I believe in the true, real, and 
substantial presence of the Body 
and Blood, together with the 
Soul and Divinity, of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the most holy 
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Sacrament of the Eucharist. 

“T believe in the seven Sacra- 
ments instituted by Jesus Christ 
for the salvation of mankind— 
that is to say, Baptism, Con- 
firmation, Eucharist, Penance, 
Extreme Unction, Order, Matri- 
mony. 

“I believe in Purgatory, the 
Resurrection of the Dead, Ever- 
lasting Life. 

“T believe in the Primacy, not 
only of honor but also of juris- 
diction, of the Roman Pontiff, 
successor of St. Peter, Prince of 
the Apostles, Vicar of Jesus 
Christ. 

“T believe in the veneration of 
the Saints and of their images. 

“I believe in the authority of 
the Apostolic and Ecclesiastical 
Traditions, and of the Holy 
Scriptures, which we must inter- 
pret and understand only in the 
sense which our holy mother the 
Catholic Church has held and 
does hold. 

“And I believe in everything 
else that has been defined and 
declared by the sacred Canons 


and by the General Councils, and 
particularly by the holy Council 
of Trent, and delivered, defined, 
and declared by the General 
Council of the Vatican, espe- 
cially the Primacy of the Roman 
Pontiff, and his infallible teach- 
ing authority. 

“With a sincere heart, there- 
fore, and with unfeigned faith, I 
detest and abjure every error, 
heresy, and sect opposed to the 
said Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Roman Church. So help me God, 
and these His holy Gospels, 
which I touch with my hand.” 


Billy Graham 


(Continued from page 13) 


receive some of the blessings of 
Pentecost again. 

“Here in New York City a hun- 
dred years ago a group of business- 
men began to pray on Fulton 
Street. God answered their 
prayers, and one of the greatest 
revivals in American history broke 
out. History could repeat itself !— 
but only in answer to united, ef- 


fectual, and fervent praying! God 
has said: ‘Call unto Me, and I will 
answer thee, and show thee great 
. . things’—different things, and 
things ‘thou knowest not.’ But be- 
fore this promise can be applied, 
we must call. This means prayer.” 
We of the CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
magazine and of Christ’s Mission 
in general unite our most fervent 
prayers for the winning of souls 
for the Kingdom of God. The mes- 
sage of the gospel and of the Ref- 
ormation is justification by faith. 
It is our trust that this glorious 
message will sound throughout the 
entire campaign and that many 
souls will experience the joy of 
salvation, for “except a man be 
born again, he cannot see the king- 
dom of God.” 
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folding organ. Accept fundamental, Inde lent, Bap- 
tist. or any true Gospel church. Woul 
ganizing church or churches in_any location. Go any- 
where, but prefer Ark., Mo., Tenn., Ky., Ala., Ga., 
or Fla. 6 years in present location, but desire change. 
Member of the Gospel Ministers Association. Write: 


Rev. M. D. Awtry, P. O. Box 396, Naples, Fla. 
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Modern War and the American 
Churches. by Ralph Luther Moelle- 
ring (New York, American Press, 
1956; 141 pp., $2.75) 


NE MORNING, as he came down 

from the hills to the city, 
Zarathustra heard the words, “We 
have killed God! God is dead!” 
And the cry has been echoed many 
times since... 

The twentieth century had just 
begun to reveal the shape of its 
things as western civilization con- 
tinued proudly on the smooth keel 
of its newly-found intellectual 
transport: the theory of evolution 
that had so quickly replaced the 
role previously held by Biblical 
doctrine. Sure of its own premises, 
the Nietzschean doctrine of man’s 
perfectability through his own ef- 
forts only added one more ripple 
to the already giddy ecstasy of the 
apparently solid world of the ra- 
tionalist and the positivist. Mean- 
while, the Christian conscience, 
anaesthetized in the slumber of 
bourgeois comfort—‘“at ease in 
Zion” —was scarcely stirred. 

In this twilight of divine aware- 
ness, two major world wars took 
place, bringing about the worst 
breakdown in human relations 
since history was recorded. The 
Nietzschean cry, which has boast- 
ed of a super race, had turned out 
instead a dichotomized world, 
teeming with the most complicated 
and sophisticated forms of evil. 
The failure of the new philosophy 
was only magnified in the wake of 
the unleashing of the atom, which 
manifested the utter foolishness 
of man’s reliance on himself. Un- 
able to overcome his metaphysical 
despair, the secular-minded man 
used existentialism as an analgesic 
and an escape from reality. 
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The religious-minded man, im- 
pelled by his Christian realism and 
his acknowledgment of the power 
of Grace, was brought to an ago- 
nizing searching of conscience. 
Moellering’s book is a fruit of that 
search and a reminder that in spite 
of the crushing weight of modern 
existence, the right of the inner 
life must be, and can be, preserved. 

The writing of this book found 
its origin in the author’s “own mis- 
givings regarding the wisdom and 
justice of American involvement 
in the Second World War. The 
ready compliance of most churches 
with whatever was demanded by 
government decree or popular sen- 
timent appeared to him to repre- 
sent a surrender of Christian wit- 
ness. The apparent acceptance by 
much of the clergy of everything 
that happened, no matter how vile 
and inhumane, as a sort of inevi- 
table concomitant of war, was a 
source of deep concern to him. The 
cruel excesses and the mass 
slaughter of whole populations 
tid not seem to elicit the compas- 
sion one would expect from those 
who claimed Christ as their Head. 
Sometimes hatred and vengeance 
were actually promoted in ecclesi- 
astical quarters. Where there was 
not enthusiastic endorsement of 
the military, there was usually 
submissive conformity.” (p. 11) 


Evidently, like .-many other 
young intellectuals, Moellering is 
today confronted with the dilem- 
ma of whether “to think or to con- 
form.” Yet, while it is easy to 
whimper—as many do—that the 
country has failed the intellectual, 
Moellering states poignantly that 
the reverse is true: the intellectual 
has failed his country, leaving his 
strategic place empty. When that 
intellectual is also a_ religious 
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leader, his failure becomes a des 
tion and a dereliction of duty. 7 


HE ISSUES DEBATED in thi= bog 

revolve around the question 
whether the concept of a “ju 
war,” as expounded and elab 
rated by the early Church Father 
and the Reformers, still holds i 
validity today, or whether th 
technics of modern global war ¢ 
for a fundamental revision of th 
classical Christian stand. A cluste 
of minor issues, such as the i 
lationist-interventionist cont 
versy, conscription, conscientioy 
objectors, Hiroshima and Nag 
saki, and the Nuremburg tri 
form the corollaries of the mai 
topic and give rise to challenging 
discussion. 


The behavior of the 
churches as a representative crog. 
section of the national Christiay 
conscience is examined in relation 
to the challenge presented by thow 
events. The author, however, dow 
not advance any claim of absolut 
objectivity, because he himself wa 
deep in the tide of those event 
when they were occurring and had 
his own commitments, which in 
avoidably color his evaluation and 
interpretation of different points 
of view. It should also be note 
that he resists the temptation 
proffer a global solution when the 
purported scope of his book is the 
presentation and discussion @ 
factual evidence. 


An acute critique of the Judeo 
Christian rationale in matters o 
war precedes the other topics and 
provides a general pattern @ 
thought in which the further ie 
sues can be framed. Discussing the 
Scriptural basis of warfare, Moel- 
ering takes to task those who claim 
to find in the Old Testament sup 
port for their militarism ; likewise, 
he criticizes the advocates of paci- 
fism who go to the New Testament 
to buttress their case. The exam 
ples of God siding with Israel i 
the Old Testament can hardly be 
applied to Christian participation 
in modern warfare, because “we 
no longer can speak of a ‘nation 
under God,’ which has been or 
dained to fight for divinely speci 
fied goals. The United States ca- 
not pretend to be a theocracy, a 
Israel was in the days of the 
Judges and the Kings.” (p. 26) — 
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On the other hand, to affirm that 
Christ, after His coming, asserted 
a new principle of nonresistance 
is to forget that “His kingdom was 
a spiritual domain that brought 

ple into a living relationship 
with God. Those who were com- 
mitted to Him in faith and trust 
had ‘one foot in heaven.’ But the 
foot that remained on earth still 
had to reckon with ‘the kings of 
the Gentiles,’ comply with their 
laws, and offer them support. 
There is no intimation that Jesus 
expected that His followers would 
pe able to evade the harsh realities 
of war in a corrupt and sinful 
world.” (p. 31) 

The whole of the Scripture re- 
minds us that “war is a grim and 
gory necessity which befalls man 
because of his incurable sinful- 
ness. If possible, it should be 
avoided. David, the foremost sol- 
dier of them all, was denied the 
honor of building the Temple be- 
cause his hands were stained with 
blood. In spite of the stern realism 
of the Old Testament, we should 
remember that war is still pictured 
there as a dreadful calamity.” (p. 
26) 


N INTERESTING TREATMENT is 

given to the evolution of the 
Roman Catholic concept of “per- 
missive war.” Justin Martyr’s lit- 
eral interpretation of Isaiah’s 
prophecy that swords would be 
beaten into ploughshares and 
spears into pruning-hooks was 
shared by Origen, Tertullian and 
Cyprian. But with the conver- 
sion of Constantine and the ad- 
vent of Christianity as the offi- 
cially recognized religion, the 
Patristic stand was completely 
reversed. The later theologians, 
enjoying the protection of the 
state, began to justify Christian 
participation in war. Ambrose and 
Augustine laid down the basis of 
a Roman Catholic doctrine of “‘just 
war.” 

Speaking of World War II in 
this light, Moellering comments: 
“Due to the variance among the 
Church Fathers and difficulty in 
harmonizing all the papal encycli- 
cals on the subject, the Church al- 
lowed a considerable latitude of 
opinion among its scholars and 
leaders in their reactions to World 
War II... During the months of 
‘the great debate’ between ‘inter- 





ventionists’ and ‘isolationists,’ 
there was extensive vocal and lit- 
erary opposition in Roman Catho- 
lic circles to our entrance into the 
war. Not all their spokesmen were 
as bombastic and obstreperous as 
the Detroit radio priest, Father 
Coughlin, who launched trenchant 
verbal blasts against the Adminis- 
tration over the airways.” (p. 52) 


Recalling the ambivalence of the 

oman curia, the author states: 
“Throughout the conflict the in- 
terests of the Roman curia were 
always safeguarded. No doubt the 
position taken by the highest ec- 
clesiastical authority helped to 
shape the Roman Catholic atti- 
tudes. Soon after the invasion of 
Poland, the Pope offered to serve 
as mediator in negotiating a ‘Ro- 
man peace.’ While others were 
fighting, the Vatican was ‘busy 
with constructive plans.’ The Su- 
preme Pontiff, who commanded 
the allegiance of twenty million 
Americans as well as nearly forty 
million Catholics under the control 
of Hitler, was inclined to straddle 
fences as he purported to see good 
and evil commingled on both sides. 
Germany was at least partially ex- 
onerated because the ‘fiendish 
menace from Moscow’ had mis- 
guided her into sanctioning the 
partitioning of Poland and the 
subjugation of ‘an ancient Catho- 
lic people.’ England and France 
were blameworthy because they 
lacked the constructive power to 
encourage the sane Christians of 
Germany in a fruitful coopera- 
tion.” (p. 56) 


The advent of the cold war, 
along with the Korean episode, 
brought the Roman Catholic 
ambivalence to a definite eclipse. 
The Roman curia never had enter- 
tained mixed feelings with regard 
to Communism, since Rome had 
been unsuccessful in finding a 
modus vivendi with Moscow such 
as she had previously maintained 
with Hitler. Because of this lack 
of “peaceful coexistence” between 
the two powers, Rome gave vent 
to out-and-out hostility which was 
relentlessly fanned into the fire of 
hatred and resentment by the 
Catholic papers. 


[s CONCLUDING, Moellering asks 
whether the commandment 
“Thou shalt not kill” loses all 
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meaning in wartime and whether 
a society that in time of peace will 
execute a murderer of one civilian 
can justify as legitimate the mass 
slaughter implicit in the use of 
atomic weapons. In view of this, 
“Churches which have advocated 
or at least permitted Christian 
participation in past wars may be 
compelled to reconsider their posi- 
tion as we plunge ahead into the 
atomic era. Even the thesis that a 
war may possibly be the lesser of 
two evils is hard to maintain when 
we are confronted with the pros- 
pect of total annihilation.” (p. 
114) 


Very aptly the author adds that 
“we must guard against the heresy 
which presumes that if the evil of 
Communism were destroyed, there 
would be no more evil left in the 
world. This supposition fails to 
take into account the diabolical 
element in human nature and the 
complexity of the evil forces ram- 
pant in the world.” (p. 125) 


Moellering is to be credited not 
only with honest Christian schol- 
arship but also with the courage 
to break ground where antiquated 
eategories of thought have brought 
the Church to an excessive vari- 
ance with reality. This urge for 
a return to reality reveals his true 
vocation as an intellectual—his 
willingness to look for new ave- 
nues of thought, his critical inde- 
pendence, his dislike for playing 
the stale role of poet laureate of 
the status quo. And the reader will 
not only be challenged by a new 
projection of old facts but will 
have something to think about 
concerning the current divorce of 
Christian conscience from public 
life, the sort which created the 
historical setting of the Nietzsch- 
ean cry. 


The Christian Life, by Lelia Bor- 
ing Lassiter (New York, Green- 
wich Book Publishers, 1956; 94 
pp., $2.50) 


HE READER will find in these 
messages by Mrs. Lassiter a 
good example of enjoyable devo- 
tional reading directed toward 
more vital Christian living. The 
short chapters draw a sketchy 
but thought-provoking picture of 
the dedicated life, analyzing its 
(Continued on page 31) 
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Easy Solution? 


Dear Dr. Montafio: 


. .. Amid all the debate on the 
subject [of the Bible in the pub- 
lic school] there is an easy solu- 
tion which violates no one’s 
rights. That’s a return to the 
traditional American method: 
schools established, operated, 
maintained, and controlled by the 
religious community. This could 
be the bishop (Romanist), the 
parish or congregation (Luther- 
an), or a school or parents’ asso- 
ciation (Reformed). In any case, 
a group of like-minded parents 
may include in the curriculum 
any shade of religious teaching 
they wish. 

Now, it’s true that sponsors of 
private schools pay a double tax: 
the state required taxes and the 
support of their own schools. This 
they should do willingly. Actu- 
ally, they do not pay a double 
tax. From their public or state 
school tax they may derive the 
common benefits. Should they 
wish something special—religious 
instruction—they take it for 
granted that they must pay spe- 
cial. 

It’s similar to our police and 
fire protection. The property 
owner who wants a special police- 
man, night watchman, guard, fire 
alarm, or sprinkler system is en- 
titled to the public protection for 
which he pays taxes. But for 
these extra, personal benefits, he 
is ready to pay extra. 

In time, as more and more 
people return to the traditional 
American system—in education 
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and other matters—the state will 
have fewer people to serve and 
taxes should be reduced. In some 
communities, e.g., townships 
which are preponderantly Luth- 
eran, there is no school tax at all 
because all the children attend a 
private or parochial school. At 
the same time, the parents con- 
trol the school, its faculty, cur- 
riculum, etc. 

A return to this system would 
permit each citizen to select the 
school of his choice, just as he 
buys gasoline, bread, shoes, etc., 
from competitors in a free enter- 
prise system. You can see how 
such a system would make for 
efficiency. The best schools would 
get the best teachers and the 
largest patronage .. . 


Kar. F, BREEHNE, pastor 


Our Redeemer Lutheran Church 
Greenville, Illinois 


Community Chest 
Dear Dr. Montafio: 


Your article entitled ‘Dollar 
Signs” on page 24 of the Decem- 
ber issue prompted me to send 
you herewith a copy of a letter I 
wrote to the Community Chest 
when its promoters sent a pledge 
card to me with the proposed 
budget. The thing that causes me 
to shudder is the indifference of 
Protestants to the menace of 
Catholicism. 

Protestants do not seem to be 
concerned; it makes no difference 
how much you preach to them 
about how Catholicism is worm- 
ing its way like termites into the 
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Views and opinions expressed in 
department do not necessarily repre 
sent the view-point of this Magazine 
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various branches and functions 
of our government, from the 
office of the President of the 
United States down to the local 
school board. 

My town... is eighty per cent 
Catholic. You may well under 
stand that the Catholics feel they 
can be bold here. The indifference 
of the Protestants making up the 
other twenty per cent of ou 
population makes them all the 
more bold... 

May God bless you to keep up 
the fight, and I thank God for you 
and your convictions. 

HuBERT T. FAvULE 
E] Paso, Texas 


(Copy) 


E] Paso Community Chest 
Gentlemen : 


I am returning the pledge cards 
unsigned at the risk of being os 
tracized socially because of my 
seemingly penurious disposition, 

The Community Chest budget 
you sent has been carefully an- 
alyzed. Some worthy endeavors 
are listed. The most significant 
thing, though, about this budget 
is the fact that the auxiliaries of 
one religious denomination are 
set up to receive the sum of $53,- 
700, which is higher by $13,700 
than the next highest in the budg- 
et. 

I have watched this same de 
nomination finish a magnificent 
building on North Santa Fe 
Street at a cost of several thou- 
sand dollars, while I observed 
members of that same faith rum- 
maging through the garbage bins 
at a nearby grocery store for 
cast-off items of unsalable food- 
stuffs. My wife and I have helped 
individual members of this de 
nomination with food and cloth- 
ing in needy cases, and our total 
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given in this way each year ex- 
ceeds the suggested pledge of 
$25.00. 

There are worthy projects list- 
ed in the budget to which I would 
gladly give, but under the set-up 
of the budget I cannot give a 
dollar to the Community Chest 
without having the biggest per- 
centage of my dollar go to this 
particular religious denomination 
to be spent as it sees fit without 
any accounting for the manner 
and objects of the expenditures 
made. 

From my observation of the 
kind of automobiles the young 
people drive when they go to the 
recreation center of this denomi- 
nation, I am forced to conclude 
that their parents are more able 
to bear the expense of their sons’ 
and daughters’ recreation than I 
am to contribute to its support. I, 
as well as many other people, 
would be more inclined to support 
the Community Chest if there 
would occasionally be an account- 
ing of the administration and 
disbursement of the funds re- 
ceived. 

I know of one charitable under- 
taking in E] Paso supported sole- 
ly by charitable offerings and 
gifts which is refused participa- 
tion in the Community Chest 
fund because this charity is not 
incorporated or set up in such a 
manner that it will have officials, 
ee 

HusBert T. FAULK 


Offensive Affront 


Dear Dr. Montajio: 


... Your magazine is not only 
offensive to me as a Catholic, but 
it is an affront to all other denomi- 
nations, including those groups 
who prefer not to be designated 
as “denominations” or “Protes- 
tants.” You and your ex-priest 
buddies . . . left the Catholic 
Church because you discovered, 
by your own reason, research, 
and investigation, that it was not 
the Church established by Jesus 
Christ Anno Domini 33, is that 
correct? Then, your sole objective 
was, or could only have been, to 
locate and affiliate with that 
Church, is that correct? 

Now there are some three hun- 
dred non-Catholic denominations 
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and sects, all with Scriptural 
proof (from the same Bible, mind 
you!) that their Church is the 
true Church of Christ. Since you 
boys have proof that the Catholic 
Church is not that Church, then 
one—and only one— of this three 
hundred has to be that Church, 
with an unbroken record of con- 
tinuous existence since 33 A.D. 
(Christ Himself said so!), isn’t 
that correct? And what did you 
and your .. . ex-priests do but 
thumb your noses at all three 
hundred! Why... ? 

Could it be that you were un- 
able to find one Church—just one 
—that wasn’t founded less than 
five centuries ago, and by such 
names as Russell, Wesley, Smyth, 
Luther, . . . etc., instead of Jesus 
Christ? That being the case, you 
and your associates “joined up” 
with Christ Mission [sic] in 
New York City, isn’t that cor- 
rect? ... 

Your handicap . . . is the doc- 
trinal anemia and the complete 
absence of intestinal fortitude of 
“Christ Mission.” In lieu of a 
positive Christian message, you 
waste valuable time and God- 
given talents in attempting to 
focus attention upon the cracks 
and crevices in the centuries-old 
masonry of the Catholic Church, 
and ignore the challenge (a chal- 
lenge worthy of the name Christ 
Mission) of some eighty millions 
of people in the U.S.A. alone, 
who make not the slightest pre- 
tense of acknowledging Jesus 
Christ. 

Peter’s net has caught all kinds 
of fishes, ’tis true, (and Christ 
said that it would), but that 
Church still teaches that Jesus 
Christ is God, the Second Person 
of the Holy Trinity—that there is 
a heaven and a hell—than any 
man who earnestly tries can 
reach heaven, and that no man 
will go to hell who has not made 
a deliberate effort to get there. 
Now your readers know by this 
time what “Christ Mission” and 
its “Converted Catholics” are 
against. How about telling them 
what you are for!... 


Byron C. Cox 
Memphis, Tennessee 


© We who belong to Christ’s 
Mission have discovered that 
Christ never founded the Roman 


Catholic Church, which history 
amply affirms did not exist as 
such in the first few centuries A.D. 
In addition, Roman Catholic dog- 
ma rests primarily on tradition 
and not on Scriptural truth. 

e We belong to denominations 
of our own choosing, though 
Christ’s Mission is non-denomi- 
national. The Editor himself is 
an ordained minister of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S. A. 

© Our faith is based on Christ 
and Him crucified, not on Luther 
or Calvin, though such men have 
been instrumental in leading us 
back to Scriptural truth and to a 
Christ-centered, rather than 
church-centered faith. 

e The Roman Catholic 
Church, though boasting of unity, 
is composed of some seventeen 
different rites and a number of 
diverse orders, many of which are 
inimical to each other. 

e Christ never taught that a 
person “who earnestly tries can 
reach heaven”; rather, He said: 
“Except a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God”; 
and “God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” (John 3:3, 16) 
Roman Catholics are not taught 
the certainty of salvation nor the 
simplicity of faith in Jesus Christ. 


Book Review 

(Continued from page 29) 
make-up and its ultimate scope 
and model, the likeness of Jesus 
Christ. 

The impelling power of what the 
author has to say does not stem so 
much from rhetorical devices as 
from the rich experience of a life- 
time of consecration to Christ and 
service to the Church. Here is no 
cold analysis but rather a warm 
sharing of the joys of Christian 
living. 

An interesting and valuable fea- 
ture of the book is the “Time of 
Heart-Searching,” a section which 
ends each chapter and prompts the 
reader to take off spiritually on his 
own in a colloquy with the Master. 
A short piece of poetry terminates 
each of these brief meditations 
with an unmistakable touch of re- 
fined feminine taste. 





Mistress of Men 


Pope Pius XI: “. . . Education be- 
longs pre-eminently to the Church, 
by reason of a double title in the su- 
pernatural order, conferred exclu- 
sively upon her by God Himself: ab- 
solutely superior therefore to any 
other title in the natural order... 
Hence she is the mistress of men, 
supreme and absolutely sure, and she 
has inherent in herself an inviolable 
right to freedom in teaching. By 
necessary consequence the Church is 
independent of any sort of earthly 
power as-well in the origin as in 


exercise of her mission as educator, 


not merely in regard to her proper 
end and object, but also in regard to 
the means necessary and suitable to 
attain that end.” (Encyclical on 
“Christian Education of Youth,” 
1929) 


Danger: 
Publie School Ahead 


America, Jesuit magazine: “Un- 
less serious reasons intervene to 
make it impossible or more than or- 
dinarily difficult, a Catholic young 
man or woman should attend a Catho- 
lic college. There can be, and fre- 
quently there are, both palpable and 
intangible dangers to faith in the 
environment of a nonsectarian col- 
lege or university ... 

“Most Catholic students would 
doubtless prefer to have the advan- 
tages of the philosophical and theo- 
logical training which, along with 
liberal and scientific studies, are pos- 
sible only in a Catholic college. 
But today many young Catholics— 
whether always for serious and valid 
reasons we cannot say—are on secu- 
lar campuses. What of them? In 
some of our larger State and munic- 
ipal colleges there are thousands of 
Catholics enrolled. What is the Church 
doing to reach them with a program 
of religious formation suited to their 
age and academic status?” (Nov. 10, 
1956) 
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Richard Joyce Smith, Roman Cath- 
olic member of the Connecticut State 
Board of Education: “. . . Catholic 
families . . . are bound in conscience 
to use the best means available to 
integrate religious training with the 
education of their children. It is 
probable that a majority of the entire 
population of Connecticut are now 
Catholics, and it is certain that in 
recent years substantially more than 
fifty per cent of the new births in 
the State have been in Catholic fami- 
lies. Viewed realistically, therefore, 
the demand for parochial schools in 
Connecticut is bound to increase; and 
the limiting factor will be the ability 
of the individual parishes to meet the 
demand.” (America, Nov. 10, 1956) 


Fr. Charles W. Albright, C.S.P., 
executive secretary of the National 
Newman Club Federation: “Newman 
Club chaplains understand as clearly 
as any group of priests in America 
why it is not the ideal for Catholic 
students to be in the secular atmos- 
phere of these colleges. The members 
of the Newman Club Chaplains’ As- 
sociation have publicly stated that 
‘the ideally perfect education is best 
achieved by the Catholic college and 
university where God is centrally 
studied and daily worshiped.’ They 
realize that though for many stu- 
dents it is a choice of the non-Catho- 
lic college or no college at all, there 
are many others who are in secular 
schools without good and adequate 
reason. To a man, the chaplains 
would welcome any suggestion that 
would be effective in turning these 
Catholics to Catholic schools.” 
(America, Nov. 10, 1956) 


Cenquer the Universities! 


Fr. Charles W. Albright, C.S.P.: 
“The Newman Club is thus far the 
only instrument the Church in Amer- 
ica has developed for meeting the 
special spiritual needs of the Catho- 
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lic student in the secular college . / 
At an increasing number of our la 
public institutions, and in many 
the private and smaller public c¢ 
leges, the pastoral care of the Cath 
lic student is now fairly well p 
vided for... 4 
“From a slightly broader point 4 
view, we should not overlook anoth 
factor: the impact a well-qualif 
chaplain can have on the universi 
itself. He is present in the academ 
community in at least a semi-offici 
capacity, and has an opportunity 
present Catholic thought and Cathg 
lic ideals to that community. At 
faculty banquet held in connectio 
with the golden jubilee of Newm 
Hall at the University of Californ 
the late Bishop James T. O’Dowg 
Auxiliary to the Archbishop of § 
Francisco, made the remark: ‘Whe 
else would a Catholic bishop have ft 
opportunity of speaking to a gath 
ing of this kind?’ ” (America, Ne 
10, 1956) 


Shadow of the Censor 


Charles Keenan, Feature Edité 
of America: “The Marquette Univ 
sity Institute of the Catholic P 
will hold a conference Jan. 18-19 
Cleveland on the topic of how Cat 
olic publications can avoid implie 
ing the Church in, statements thé 
print. The conference is the secof 
in a series on the relations of tf 
Catholic press with the doctrine 2 
authority of the Church.” (Ameri 
January 5, 1957) 


How Firm a Foundation? 


The Lamp, Roman Catholic mag 
zine: “. .. Our faith is based not ¢ 
the Bible alone but on the Bible 
tradition. Tradition is the oral har 
ing down of information, doctring® 
and practices, through successii 
generations. Christian traditi 
means the handing down from mow 
to mouth of truths which have b 
revealed by God but which are m 
explicitly stated in Holy Scripture. | 

“So far as I know there is 
scriptural proof for the Assumpt 
of Mary. That doctrine rests on t& 
dition, and if there were scriptuf 
proof it would have to be either 
the Old or the New Testament 
cause the Old and the New Tesi 
ment make up the Bible or Sc 
CHEW. ‘ 

“There is no place in the B 
where we are directed to pray 1 
Mary. This practice is based on 
dition. The Apostles prayed to he 
the early Christians prayed to I 
and the Church has always prayed 
her. That is why we pray to it 
today.” (January 1957) 
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